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RACES AND MATCHES TO COME. 

Alexandria, D. C. Mount Vernon Course, J. C. Spring Meeting, 3d Tuesday, 21st May. 
Baltimore, Md. • - Kendall Course, J. C. Spring Meeting, 1st Monday. 6th May. 

Fort Smith, Arks. Jockey Club Spring Meeting, 3d Wednesday, 15th M^y. 
Louisville, Ky. - Oakland Course, J. C. Spring Meeting, 1st Tuesday, 3d June. 
Nashville, Tcnn. Jockey Club Spring Meeting.4th Monday,27th May. 

New York City • Union Course, L. I., J. C. S.M., the Week after the Camden Races. 
“ “ “ - “ •• “ one day’s racing, 1st Tuesday in May. 

“ “ “ - Beacon Course, N. J.,Tro ting Match, $1000, a side, Ripton v. Con* 

> tidence in harness, Mile heats, best 3 in 5. 3d Saturday, 15th June. 

OrXLOU«AS,La. - - St. Landry Jockey Club Spring Meeting, 2d week in May. 

Red Bridge, Tenn. Sweepstakes, 2d Tuesday, 8th Oct. 

Toronto, U. C. - - St. Leger Couise.Turf Club Spring Meeting. 3d Tuesday,21st May. 
Van Buren, Arks. - Jockey Club Sprirg Meeting, 3d Wednesday, I5ih May. 
Washington, D.C, National Course, J. C. Spring Meeting,2d Tuesday, 14th May. 
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RIPTON AND CONFIDENCE, 

AS IN TIIEIR TROTTING MATCH I NEARNESS; ON THE CENTREVILLE 

* COURSE, L. I. 

Engraved by Gimbrede, from one by Dick after Owixgs. 

- i J 

At the suggestion of several readers, our illustration this month 
is a fine engraving of Ovvjngs’ spirited painting of two celebrated 
“ cracks ” on the Trotting Turf. The match referred to came off 
on the 19th July, 1842, over the Centreville Course, Long Island. 
It was for $500 a side, two mile heats. Ripton won in 5:10— 
5:14i-. The same horses are now matched for $1000 a side, to 
trot mile heats, best 3 in 5, over the Beacou Course (at Hoboken, 
opposite N. Y. City,) on Saturday, the 15th of June next. Ripton 
is to go in a wagon—Confidence in a sulky. The former is the 
favorite in the betting. Hiram Woodruff trained and drove Ripton 
in the Centreville course match. William Wheelan was the 
trainer and driver of Confidence. The latter is the property of 
‘ Mr. James Berry, t>f Cincinnati; Ripton is owned by Mr. Thomas 
Moore, of Philadelphia. 

The portraits of these celebrated horses, as well as those of 
their trainers and jockies, are life-like and spirited in an eminent 
degree. The peculiar action of each horse is admirably hit off, 
as well as the style of jockeyship which characterizes their drivers, 
each of wHbm, like the renowned Frank Buckle, is “ a great crea¬ 
ture ” in his line of life. 


STOPPING A TIGER. 




The following extract from a letter will be read with inte¬ 
rest :— 

. I must give you a slight description of an adven¬ 
ture I had with a tiger on this last trip, and my miraculous escape ! 
By Jove ! old fellow, had any betting-men been there, they would 
at once have given the long odds all round, that H. G. would never 
in this world receive another scratch of the pen from A. M. It 
occurred on the 25th of last month ; so, to make a short business 
of it, here goes. Intelligence was sent in to me, that a tigress I 
had followed up for two or three days, having wounded her slightly 
in the leg before, was lying under a Burgut tree. Out 1 went 
about 12 o'clock in the day, some three miles from my camp. On 
arriving, I saw it was a case of close quarters, as the Shikaree 
and the men about him only made signs and would not speak: 
and on quietly asking where my friend was hanging out, they 
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pointed to a large tree, certainly not more than 25 yards off. I 
took my ride and stood facing the tree, just on the line of road my 
lady took on-going out visiting ; a sign was made : the men placed 
on the heights about commenced to shout and scieam, and in one 
instant L heard the purring noise like a cat, but »bout a thousand 
times louder. The Shikaree pressed my arm, and told me to take 
a steady aim directly I saw her, as she was very ghussa (angry). 
Immediately after this she got up, and began walking up and down 
under the tree, as you see a tiger in a large cage, her tail lashing 
her sides, and sent at times slap over her back. All at once she 
saw me; rather stooped the fore part of her body, put back her 
ears as you see an angry cat, opened her mouth, gave three or 
four low growls, and showed me the whitest set of teeth I have 
ever yet seen without the use of tooth-powder. At this moment 
1 levelled my gun and lired, struck her, and no sooner had the 
ball struck, than with one of the most fearful roars I have ever 
heard, down she came upon me. Thank God! I was steady 
and cool, fired the second barrel, hit, but could not stop her. I 
had just time to get my second gun from iny Aid (that great man's 
son, who stood as steady as a rock, “ may (jis shadow increase!”) 
when she was upon me. 1 fired the right barrel slap into her 
chest; but this was not enough for the infuriated brute : she got 
me down right on the broad oT my back just as I was about pulling 
thg left trigger; in her rage she turned a little, and just took my 
foot in her mouth : on feeling the pressure, I managed to twist it 
out like lightning; and then she was on rrfh with one foot on each 
side of my chest. She then put down her head with that kind of 
growling noise, only much louder, with which a bull terrier wor¬ 
ries any kind of varmint, right over my throat and chest. In 
being thrown down, 1 had managed to keep hold of my gun, and 
on tin; brute stooping down to worry me, I shored it up in self- 
defence : she laid hold of it, shook it out of my hand like a straw, 
broke it into half a dozen pieces, and in fact expended all her 
rage upon it. The ball I had put into her chest began to tell; she 
reeled away from me about six yards, and dropped down 
There was an escape for you! It was the secret wish of my 
heart to see a tiger charge slap up to me : I have seen it once, 
and now, so help me God as a Christian, I never wish to sec the 
thing again. 1 now am aware what a chance thing it is : 1 thought 
a man, if steady, could always stop one. The tiger before this 
had dropped with one ball dead ; but you see (his brute, although 
with a mortal wound of which she died, might before doing so 
have killed a dozen such as I. Had she mauled my throat instead 
of the gun I luckily.had in my hand, I should have been a lost* 
sheep ! The fellow's round about would not believe their eyes on 
coming to lift me up, as I was covered all over with the blood of 
the tiger, that 1 was unhurt. You never heard such “ Wah, Wahs” 
in your life. 

London (Olilj Sporting Magazine, for March, 1844. 
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IMPORTANT JUDGMENTS ON TURF MATTERS. 

LIBEL—GREVJI.LE vs. CHAPMAN. 

Queen's Bench, February 10, 1844. 

It will be recollected that this was tried some time back, when 
the jury found a verdict for the plaintiff, with £300 damages. It 
was an action for a libel which appeared in The Sunday Times 
newspaper, of which defendant is the registered publisher, and 
the libellous matter complained of was to the effect that the plain¬ 
tiff had entered a horse to run a certain race at Epsom, which 
horse he had subsequently withdrawn, in order, as asserted in the 
defendant’s paper, to obtain a mean and unfair advantage over 
other persons, he (the plaintiff) having laid heavy bets with divers 
persons on the event of the race, and by thus withdrawing his 
horse, secured to himself large winnings on those bets. At the 
time of trial a justification was put on the pleas bv the defendant, 
but this was negatived by the jury. Subsequently a rule for a 
new trial was granted on two grounds: the first being that the 
plaintiff, by his own evidence, presented himself to the court under 
legal disability to claim redress for an injury done to his character, 
horse-racing transactions having no claim to protection, which the 
court now held to be wholly untenable ;»and, on the second ground, 
that an improper question was allowed by the court to be put to 
Lord George Fitzroy, a witness of great importance, and who, as 
a member of the Jockey Club, described the way in which they 
proceeded to settle disputes, whenever they unfortunately occurred. 
The question then was, whether the opinion of this witness should 
or should not be taken, as to the morality of the rules enunciated 
by the Jockey Club, thus transferring to a witness the privileges 
which attached solely and peculiarly to a jury. But looking at 
the whole of the proceedings as regarded this witness, the court 
held that such was not the case. The libel asserted that the 
plaintiff, having entered a horse knowingly and unfairly, did so, 
and knowingly and unfairly withdrew it, for the purpose of im¬ 
properly gaining money. The plaintiff was proved, by the evi¬ 
dence, to be a member of the Jockey Club, and one of the rules 
of that club was, that any member was endowed with the privi¬ 
lege of withdrawing his horse at any time he liked, before the 
actual start for the race. The witness said that, the Jockey Club, 
in deciding any differences that might from time to time unhappily 
arise, were always governed in their decisions by the rules of 
equity and justice ; and when asked, on cross-examination, whe¬ 
ther the rules of the club did not yield to a subscriber the sole 
right of withdrawing his horse, and that tod without assigning any 
reason whatever for so doing, his answer was distinctly in the 
affirmative. When the learned judge asked him whether, in his 
opinion, that would be according to justice and equity, with the 
view of ascertaining whether the Jockey Club would sanction a 
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proceeding wherein a subscriber acted in this way from a fraudu¬ 
lent motive, the witness had most properly answered that any per¬ 
son, subscriber or non-subscriber to the Jockey Club, acting in 
this way. would be doing that which was mo$t dishonorable and 
improper, and would undoubtedly incur merited reprobation and 
disgrace in the eyes of every honest and high-minded man. Thus 
guarded and qualified, the court held that the question was wholly 
free from objection, and in fact necessary, in order properly to un¬ 
derstand the tenor of the evidence. The judgment of the court, 
as delivered by Lord Denman, therefore, was, that upon both 
grounds the rule must be discharged. 


« * 
ACTION FOR STAKES.—LORD GEORGE BENTINCK vs. (CONNOP. 

In this case there had been a demurrer to several pleas, and 
Lord Denman proceeded to give the judgment of the court. The 
action was one of assumpsit, and there had !»een several points 
discussed, on various occasions, as to the validity of one of the 
pleas, which the court would not waste time in referring to now, 
because it held the opinion that the declaration was altogether 
insutlicient. The declaration set forth an agreement made between 
the parties to the etfect that in the running for the Grand Duke 
Michael Stakes, the sum of jL‘50 for each colt or (illy should be 
subscribed by the owners or earners of such colts or fillies; that 
both the plaintiff and the defendant, with divers other persons, h;yi 
become subscribers to these stakes ; that the plaintiff named four 
colts and one filly; that the defendant named two colts and one 
filly; that thereupon, the plaintiff, at the request of the defendant, 
and in consideration of the premises named, promised and agreed 
with defendant to perform all things alike, and upon the same 
terms; that the race was duly run ; and that the horse of tho 
plaintiff won it ; whereby the defendant became liable to pay three 
sums of fifty pounds each. It had been slightly contended, on the 
part of the defendant, that the race being for m Jco than fifty pounds, 
was not a legal one ; but it was strongly and distinctly urged that 
no action could be properly maintained against the defendant, as, 
by the 10th of Charles the Second, it was enacted that no action 
could be maintained to recover a stake of a greater amount than 
one hundred pounds, yet that, if paid down, the transaction would 
be a legal One—the object of the statute being to prevent persons 
venturing for more than a hundred pounds, except for money paid 
down, and in the present case the stake was lor one hundred and 
fifty. The plaintiff, in support of his averment that his action 
might l)e maintained, had referred to two cases, neither of which, 
however, in his (Lord Denman’s) opinion, applied to the present 
case; because, in each of them, the sum did not exceed one 
hundred pounds; but it was'argued that as there was no contract 
for credit, tin? statute did not apply ; but the court was clearly .of 
opinion that the words of the statute could Oot be limited to a 
case of express contract for credit, but applied to all cases for 
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more than one hundred pounds, and not paid down immediately ; 
and where it was necessary to enforce the claim, the case was 
within the words, as well as the spirit of the act, the object of 
which was well understood to be that of restraining the practice 
of gambling. Therefore, the court was clearly of opinion that 
judgment must be.entered up for the defendant. 

London (New) Sporting Magazine, for March, 1644. 
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ENGLISH SPORTING INTELLIGENCE. 

From the London Magazines for April, 1S44. 


Bath .—The Race-Committee have decided that all defaulters in 
Stakes, forfeits, or bets, are to be excluded from the Grand Stand. 

The Qiii Tam Action Bill for suspending all proceedings for 
the recovery of penalties under obsolete Acts of Parliament is now 
the law of the land, having received the Royal Assent. 

The Gaining Transactions Bill, to indemnify witnesses in giving 
their evidence before the Parliamentary Committee now sitting, 
received the Royal Assent on the 22d of March. 

The celebrated Bee's-wing gave birth to her first foal, a colt, by 
Sir Hercules, on the 23d of February, at Mr. Kirby’s stables, York. 
The foal is a chesnut with a white star. 

A penalty of forty shillings was lately inflicted on Sir Simon 
Clarke, Bart., of Oak Hill, Barnet, for cruelly ill-treating and tor¬ 
turing liis horse, in continuing to drive him with his shoulders se¬ 
verely galled. 

Trout .—The largest fish of the above description taken from the 
river Thames for some years past, was captured by a gentleman, in 
the middle of last month, while casting his line upon the water at 
Hampton. This prodigious fish measured two feet six inches in 
length, and weighed thirteen pounds two ounces. The class of 
fly with which he was hooked was that denominated by anglers 
the “ Red Palmer.” Had the fish been in full season, it is con¬ 
sidered he would have reached the enormous weight of fifteen 
pounds. 

An action, brought by Mr. Michael Kelly, of Myrehill, against 
Lieutenant Yonge, of the 90th Regiment of Foot, was tried at the 
Galway Assizes, for the recovery of a piece of plate, value jL'55, 
won by the plaintiff’s horse BaCchus, at Athlono Races, in Sep¬ 
tember last, but which the defendant refused to pay plaintiff, in 
consequence of an objection made by one of the riders, Moore, of 
Moore Hall, against Mr. Kelly, as the rider of Bacchus, alleging 
his want of qualification as a gentleman to ride tho race . The 
jury found a verdict for the plaintiff. It is generally udjuiltcd that 
a more ridiculous case, or one less justified by either law or the 
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rules of society, never was tried in this court before. It was 
proved by several gentlemen of the highest rank in the county that 
they were always happy to meet Mr. Kelly in their society, as a 
man of the purest integrity. And yet, forsooth, because Lady 
Clanricarde, Mrs. Laurence, Mrs. Blake, of Cdstle Grove, or Mrs. 
Lynch, of Moyne Hill, do not come in their c.-irriages, and leave 
their visiting-cards for Mrs. Kelly, of Myre Hill, Mr. Kelly is not 
qualiiied as a gentleman, nor ought he to look for his just debts : 
so argues .Mr. Fitzgibbon, because he himself is descended from 
Con of the 100 battles. Hut the idea was scouted in the nine¬ 
teenth century. On the trial, one witness swore that the present 
Lord Chancellor was no gentleman. Mr. Kelly has read a lec¬ 
ture to those tinsel gentlemen, which will not soon be forgotten ; 
he has fought and won his battle honorably and honestly, for 
which his order have a right to feel thankful. 

The late Lord Lonsdale hunted the Cottesmore country for 
nearly forty years, and had only resigned within the last two sea¬ 
sons to Sir Richard Sutton. The present earl, as Lord Lowlher, 
was long a leading man on the turf; and it wotdd seem, from the 
events of the past twelve months, that it is not improbable he will 
again take a prominent place on it. 

The public Subscription Betting-Rooms at Newmarket will be 
opened in the ensuing Craven Meeting, at a subscription of one 
guinea per annum. The conditions, which are well calculated to 
prevent the intrusion of “ black sheep,” can be had at “ ihe Cor¬ 
ner.” 

Mr. J. Hinton, a subscriber at Tatt email's, died in the early part 
of last month; while Mr. Adkins, who had, since Coronation’s 
Epsom victory, been no better than dead to his creditors, has ho¬ 
norably so arranged as to gradually free himself of these by no 
means slight defalcations. Would that we could add the names of 
many more, who have ample means, but lack the will to do like¬ 
wise ! 

The Chase .—That line old Sportsman the Earl of Lonsdale, for 
so many years Master of the Cottesmore) died at York House, 
Twickenham, on the 20th of March, in the 87th year of his 
a>'«. Of late years the hounds have been under the management 
of His, Lordship’s son, Colonel Lowther. 

We regret also to announce the death of Lord William Frede¬ 
rick Acton Montagu Hill, Captain in the .Scotch Greys quartered 
at Ipswich, and second son of the Marquis of Dowushirc. His 
Lordship was a thorough Sportsman, and was the chief means of 
establishing a pack of Stag-hounds among his brother Gilmers, 
which hunted that district twice a week. On the 18th, His Lord- 
ship mounted his hunter in Brantford Fark, the seat of the Dowa¬ 
ger Lady Midlcton, to proceed to the “ meet,” and dashed off with 
his well-known boldness down the Fark, riding at the top of his 
speed. At the bottom of the lull there is a pond, and in endea¬ 
voring to turn his horse to avoid it, the animal, in the highest state 
of excitement, bore His Lordship with such violence against a 
tree as to hurl him from his seat, and cause instant death. 


















[ 265 ] 


®n Staining tlje Uace-Qorse. 


BY RICHARD DARVILL, VET. SURGEON. 


Resumed ftom the April Xumber of the "Turf Register ," page 243. 


STRAW BEDS FOR T11E HORSED TO EXERCISE UPON IN FROSTY 
AND SNDyVY WEATHER, STATING UNDER WHAT CIRCUM- 
STANCES IT MAIf OCCASIONALLY BE NECESSARY TO AL¬ 
TER THE BETTING. 

Now that the racing season is over, and the winter commenced, it 
becomes proper to describe the arrangements necessary to meet the 
inconveniences that may arise at this season of the year from the 
severity of the frost; as, in a lar^e racing establishment, or neigh¬ 
borhood, there are mostly some young ones, and occasionally a 
few old ones, that may have to come to post early in the spring. 
Indeed, the training of young ones maybe said to be going on 
gradually the whole of the winter; and the old ones, that aro 
early engaged, must also (if of strong constitutions) commence 
their physic in the beginning of January. 

In this month, when the frost sets in, the horses are prevented 
from going out to exercise on the downs, consequently recourse 
must be had to exercise them in rather a more artilicial way. The 
arrangement for this purpose, for the want of a better, is generally 
made in the yard fronting the stables ; such a yard is described 
in Vol. I. as 180 feet by -354, and which may answer for the form¬ 
ing of the straw beds tolerably well; indeed, I have often had 
to ride horses slowly in their sweats in more confined situations 
than the one 1 havc^there noticed. But it is my duty to state 
what I consider to be a sufficiently commodious place for the horses 
to be exercised in with safely, without considering the expense, 
rather than run the risk of having an accident happen to a valu¬ 
able horse or tw’o by being exercised in too contracted a space. 

The sort of place we would recommend for the above purpose 
should be a long well-fenced paddock, adjacent to the stables, 
about 2U0 yards in length by 70 in breadth, with a wall round it 
six feet high, entered by a boarded gate, of the same height, by 
seven feel in breadth. The space to be taken up round the inside 
of the walls of the paddock, on which ihe beds of the long straw- 
like sort of dung is to be formed, should be five yards in breadth ; 
the corners being left well out, the turns at the top and bottom, or 
each end, of the paddock, will be safe and easy for the horses to 
make, if proper boys are put up to ride them at-tsueh times as they 
may be going to sweat here. It is to bo observed, that, where 
there is a large establishment, of horses, there is also, if it is not 
too often removed, a sufficient portion of long dung always at hand 
for the making the sort of beds we want in the paddock, which is 


VOL. xv 


266 


STRAW BEDS, ETC. 


lo be of the breadth, as just noticed, of five yards. This artificial 
surface is to be thick enough, not only to give the horses good 
fool-hold, but also to prevent any concussion taking place in their 
feet when they have to sweat here from the hardness of the ground. 
In case of a fall of snow, there is nothing more to be done than 
for the boys to brush the snow off the middle of the bed ; and 
when the latter gets much worn from use, the edges of it may be 
brushed into the centre, and, if necessary, more long dung can 
be added. I’The bed may now be supposed to be properly arranged 
for the horses to commence their walking exercise upon, which 
they should daily continue for a few days, or until the dung, of 
which the bed is composed, has become, by use, short enough for 
the horses to go their sweats on ; and which is to be preferred to 
their sweating htetp when the dung is fresh (put on. The paddock 
I have here arranged will answer the purpose very well ; and on 
the breaking up of the frost, it may be well manured, so that by 
the first of May there would be some fine spring, grass. If the 
paddock were to be temporarily fenced off in the centre, and if, at 
a trifling expense, there were erected in one of the corners at 
each end a loose house, and at the other corners a small wooden 
trough for u r atcr, two good paddocks would be formed, in each of 
which might be turned out a mare and foal, or three or four wean¬ 
lings, or a yearling, or any horse that may be on the premises re¬ 
quiring to be refreshed. 

Let us now proceed to describe the great advantage of our 
straw bed. We will first suppose, what is very commonly the 
case, that the frost has not yet set in, and that those horses which 
have to come out to run early in the spring, have been got through 
their physic by about the 26th of January. After they have had 
a few days’ walking exercise, so as to recover from the effects of 
their medicine, they will begin to take such gallops as will sufli- 
ciently forward them to commence their first slow gentle sweats ; 
and those that may have got over two or three of them on the 
downs by the 10th or loth of February, by which time we will 
sav a frost sets in ; this then obliges us to have immediate recourse 
to the straw bed in the paddock, for the time the frost may last. 
The horses on the present occasion have been got ready in the 
morning much as usual, the only little difference to be attended to 
is in the clothing and booting of them. With regard to the former, 
they must all be warmly and comfortably clothed for walking or 
galloping exercise; and life adding or diminishing of the quantity 
of their clothes on sweating days must depend, as has already 
been mentioned, on the ages and constitutions of each of them ; 
for it is by exercise being properly administered, and particularly 
as regards sweating them, that they are kept right as to flesh 
during the severity of the frosty weather. 

Let us suppose that our horses have been got ready in the morn¬ 
ing, that is to say, have been fed and dressed, and their body 
clothes and saddles put on; the boys go out of the stables, the 
groom locks the door, and the horses are left to stand with their 
heads up and muzzles on. The groom and boys, having got their 
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breakfasts, return, and again open the stables ; the horses’ bridles 
and hoods arc now put on, >he best riding boys mount them, and 
they are now ridden out to the paddock to be exercised. The ex¬ 
ercise they are first to commence with is to be that of walking ; 
this is not only for the purpose of their stretching their legs and 
emptying themselves, but to let them see the sort of place they 
are in, and to make them acquainted with the turns at the top and 
bottom of the paddock, as well also as to get the straw bed iu 
rather a firm or settled state, before the horses go a faster pace on 
it. In frosty, as in windy weather, they are very apt to be play- 
some, and on any strange object suddenly catching their attention 
to be alarmed, and if one or two in front of the string start or fly 
out, the rest are almost certain to follow their example; but, as 
the best riding boys are to be put upon them, and the groom at all 
times is present, there is not much danger to be apprehended from 
those circumstances. (>n the first day the horses should be walked 
here until they are steady, and have become somewhat familiar, 
witli the place. After they have been a sufficient time at exercise, 
as for an hour or more, they may take their water (with the chill 
well taken oir), which the groom has previously ordered to be got 
ready In their buckets, and placed on the top of the troughs in the 
stable-yard. On their return to the paddock, after being watered, 
the boys should be ordered to keep fast hold of their heads, merely 
to collect them a little ; and then, by pressing with their legs, or, 
if necessary, striking them with their heels, to move them on 
briskly for a few minutes in a very , very slow gallop, merely for 
the purpose of what is called “ warming their water,” or otherwise 
preventing them from becoming chilly after taking it, when they 
are to be pulled up into a walk, and continue at this sort of exer¬ 
cise until the groom orders them into the stable ; where, after being 
fed and dressed, they are to remain for the day. 

The horses having now become a little familiar with the pad- 
dock and straw bed, on the next following days (if tine over head) 
they are to be exercised here during the frost, as they would be 
were they to go on the downs, only with this difference, that of 
making allowances for the confined situation in which they have 
to exercise in, and the sort of surface they have to go over, and 
then regulate the pace accordingly! 

Whenever the day comes round for any of tho horses to do 
their sweats here, they are to be set and got ready' as usual on 
such occasions. On their coming into the paddock, they are to 
walk for a short time, the groom having given orders to the boys 
to keep fast their horses’ heads, so that they may be collected in 
their stride ; the head lad on a hack should be in front of them, to 
rate them, not only at a very even pace, but at a very , very slow 
one : and the length of time it will take to sweat them here will 
not be for a longer period, or at least very triflingly so, than if they 
were sweating very slowly on the downs ; as it is well known by 
those who have made their observations on such matters, that 
horses will sweat more readily, either in clothes or out of them, 
in winter, in cold frosty weather, than they would do by the same 
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exertion when the weather is more open, and feeling in some tri¬ 
fling degree wanner. This circumstance is said to be occasioned 
from the air in frosty weather being a greater non-conductor of 
heat. The groom is to observe how his horses are going on, and 
b^guided by the usual circumstances, as to ithe length of time it 
may be necessary for the horses to keep on at the gentle sweating 
pace mentioned ; and which may be ascertained by his observing 
when the sweat begins to issue forth from the fore-quarters, pas¬ 
sing on to the top of the fore-arm a little below the clothing; and 
the same observations are to be made on the hind-quarters, as at 
the top and inside of the thighs. On lliesje appearances being 
present, the horses should be pulled up, and ridden into the stable, 
and here treated the same as if they had been sweated on the 
downs. And as regards their going out to take their sweating 
gallop, if they are well clothed, that is, comfortably so, there is 
not that danger of their catching cold after sweating as grooms 
were formerly so very apprehensive of. They may then go into 
the paddock again and take a short gallop, and alter their having 
been pulled up from it, let them walk round pnee or twice, so that 
they may not come into the stable too much heated, which may 
occasion some of them, as we have already noticed, to break out 
into a second sweat; they are now to be finished in all respects 
as usual, and to be allowed to remain in the stable for the day. 

The different advantages derived from the use of a straw bed, 
in a paddock such as has been described, are, that the horses may 
do their exercise and sweats with some degree of safety during 
the continuance of a frost; and should it continue for a long 
period, as until about the middle of March, and perhaps no signs 
then of its immediately breaking up, undef those circumstances 
may be given, to assist in lightening the bodies and cooling the 
legs of some of the strong gluttonous horses, a couple of doses of 
physic, which the groom may or ought to have kept in reserve, as 
we have elsewhere advised. If matters are arranged as we have 
directed, the horses will be kept from becoming too mufh loaded 
in their muscular system, and the tendons of their legs, from the 
exercise they have continually been taking, will retain their 
strength and tone. The only thing the horses will be deficient in 
will be wind ; but when the frost breaks, and they have to go 
again on to the downs, this deficiency is soon remedied* by the 
brushing gallops they will have to take to prepare them lor their 
sweats here. 

We have said, by way of example, that the frost sets in on the 
fifteenth of February, and we will suppose it breaks up on the 
tenth of March. i\uw, should the first spring meeting at New¬ 
market, or elsewhere, not commence, as is sometimes the case, 
until near the end of April, we shall have seven, weeks for our 
horses to be on the downs at their usual exercise, after leaving 
their paddocks, which will give us as much time as will be neces¬ 
sary to bring the most idle of them in their best form to post. 
Hut, on the other hand, should the frost continue until towards the 
end of March, and the spring meeting not commence at Newmar- 
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ket till the end of April, there would then be five weeks left, 
which would be an ample portion of time for the young ones to do 
what further work may be necessary for them before they come 
out to post. But if the spring meeting commences, as is some¬ 
times the case, at the end of March, Nearly in April, there 
might not be time to get the first class'horses sufficiently well 
ready to meet their engagements; this, fairly speaking, would 
alter the betting in the market, as most people who [are engaged 
in turf matters know well enough that strong constitutioned horse3 
coming out short of work to run, are not very likely to be win¬ 
ners : the second class, the hearty horses, requiring less work 
than those of the first, the change in the betting would naturally 
be in favor of these, or perhaps of one or two of the best of the 
third class, that many have to come but short lengths in their races. 


• 1 

“IF I IIAD ANOTHER PAIR OF ******* *” 

BY AS OXONIAN. 

_ ! 1 

“Much virtue in if.” —As vou like it. 

If I had another pair of —What ? “ Ponies,” sighs the would- 

be dashing Mrs. Stylish, as she pitches the jsilk into her solitary 
prad, which her own good man affirms he has been unable to match 
since the close of last season : though we rather reckon he lias 
proved himself more than a match for his “ missis,” in saving his 
pocket so long. 

If I had another pair of —“ Beaux,” lisps the Lady Emmeline, 
having just dismissed the last pair, disgusted with the indiffer¬ 
ence of one slave, and the other equally so with that of his fair 
enslaver. . 

If I had another pair of —“ Flats,” grins Ginger—, as he calcu¬ 
lates the profit on the last brace which have passed through his 
hands ; one ruined outright, the second enlightened. 

If I had another pair of —“ Scales,” mutters honest Mr. Figgs, 
the grocer, with ah inward curse on the framers of all weight and 
measure law. 

If I had another pair of— But, stop a minute ! If I (that is, 
we) ; well, now, if wc had another pair of —What? “ Ten-pound 
notes !” Why, if we had, the odds are, we should never have 
begun this paper till we had spent them. No, reader; were you 
to guess for a month, you would never hit on the closing word 
which ought to stand at the heading of this article. It ought, we 
say, and yet it ought not, for it is one of those unfortunates whose 
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“ name is never heardand how the deuce we shall ever get it 
out, we know not. The very devil himself would bridle up at the 
idea of putting it in type; nay, had we stuck it at the top, that 
bashaw of an editor would have returned the foolscap without 
deigning to decipher a word of what follows. And yet all must 
out; so, beforehand, my gentle masters, “pardon kneeling, I im¬ 
plore ;” and here goes. 

If I had another pair of- —of—of— Breeches! There, the rubicon 
is passed ; but we promise you that it shall never again offend 
either your eye or your ear, though, as it is intimately connected 
with our present subject, we must devise some cypher whereby 
we may avoid ^le sound, but still carry the meaning with us. 
Mark, then, in place of bre—by Jupiter! we had nearly broken 
our word already ; instead of that dissyllable in Italics a few lines 
above, we will write it thus —! You understand ? A dash (—) 
and a note of admiration (!) signify —! 

A few years since, we made one of a party in laying siege to a 
fish-pond—an old, family fish-pond, two feet deep in water, twenty 
in mud, and chuck full (that’s a provincialism, my cockney friend) 
of weeds and fish—at least so said rumor. Of the weeds there 
was certainly ample evidence, but the deuce a fin had been moved 
for the last ten years, though Izaak Waltons of all grades had 
fished it in all forms (but the right one, letting the water off.) In 
four-and-twenty hours, what a sight and what a stench greeted us ! 
such loads of mud and filth, such capital dress to spread over the 
squire’s grounds ! and such heaps of pike and perch, such capital 
spreads when dressed.ior the squire’s friends ! Both mud and fish, 
however, were somewhat difficult to get ashore ; and, after some 
hours of toil and trouble, we had landed nothing but small fry; 
the best fish, of course, being farthest ofT. A tall, thin blacksmith, 
standing six feet three without his shoes (aye, and without any¬ 
thing but his —!) was at length induced to makd an attempt, and 
certainly did manage to get—all but smothered J for, by the time 
he had advanced twenty yards from the bank, and within a few 
feet of a fourteen-pounder, all that was to^be seen was nearly half 
aroiacreof ooze, weeds, and fish, with the grim, swarthy visage of 
Vulcan stuck, in the midst thereof. If “ Long John ”cou/ej not 
reach them, the other clods were quite sure no one could; and, 
when they witnessed the plight in which he was hauled out, they 
respectfully, but firmly, declined “ any consarns wi’ ’em.” Our 
disappointment, as may be imagined, was none of the slightest; 
but no one bore it worse than a little, punchy coachman, who had 
driven a party over to see the fish caught; he strutted up and 
down, in his crimson plush, grumbling and talking at the natives. 
“A pafcel of cowardly curs! Oh! If he had only another pair 
of —/ ne’d have ’em out in no time;” and, whenever a monster 
pike gave a slap with his tail, or a perch erected the fins of his 
hog-back, cyachee would sigh out, “ O ! if I only had another pair 
of — /” It was not long before he was otl'ered the loan of a pair, 
or a dozen pair if he'wanted them; but, “ No;” that did not suit 
his book, though still the burden of his song was unchanged. 
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The dam 

was broken down in the evening, 

and the fish had a 


reprieve and fresh water. Some summers have passed since the 

failure of that day, but still a standing joke at-Hall is, If 

I had only another pair of — /” 

How often, in the interim, have we marked down similar cases, 
both in word and deed ! how often have we heard so much of the 
if word and so little of the deed ! such a reiteration of the potential 
mood, “ I might, could, would, or should,” and so very little beyond 
that! It may not have struck you before, reader, but we assure 
you this is far more frequently the true reason for not doing what 
might have been done than you imagine. Only listen to the Ho¬ 
norable Flyaway Alltalk, as he discourses on the last clipper with 
“ The Queen’s,” and attend to the why and the wherefore he 
didn’t get through it, or face the. park wall, or take the river or the 
lead; and then you may catch “lost a shoe,” “ broken stirrup- 
leather,” “ bad over-reach,” or something of that kind ; we repeat, 
such you may hear, but do not attend to it, or you will be “ the 
victim of gammon.” The honorable gentleman, as you see, is a 
r dandy of the first water, and, of course, rides in leathers. Now, 
leathers are by no means agreeable garments to get wet in ; and, 
confound the river! he would have gone at it in his stroke, if it 
ht^d been the width and depth of the Hellespont, had he only had 
another pair of — ! 

Again, there’s your friend Thompson, who talked so much of 
the style he would take you to, and the fun he would have with 
you at Doncaster last year; and then there’s that friendly note he 
sent you the Sunday before the race: “His sincere regret—so 
sorry to disappoint you—urgent business—wife’s mother's sister’s 
nephew—dangerous illness—utterly impossible to leave honu/. 
Yours, ever, dec., &c.” And you read this, and believe it? Non-" 
sense, nonsense, nonsense! What business has Thompson? or 
what business has Thompson’s wife’s mother’s sister’s nephew to 
dare to be ill in Doncaster race-week ? Or could you for a mo-; 
ment imagine that Thompson backed out from any fear of the dis¬ 
tance, the expense, or his wife ? No, no ; Mrs. Thompson doesn’t 
wear the — ! and her husband would most assuredly have accom¬ 
panied you if he only had another pair. 

But fair play for every one, and give Thompson his full share : 
he certainly did manage to creep to Goodwood, under the blind of 
treating his better half with a month at Bognor; and what an ex¬ 
traordinary fellow he is, how really knowing, and what an excel¬ 
lent judge of racing! Didn't he, as he has often since then told 
us, take a fancy for that Lucy Banks as soon. as the handicap 
appeared ? Hadn’t he more than half a mind to ba,ck her imme¬ 
diately on finding she had accepted ? And had he not quite de¬ 
termined to place a pony or two on her directly he arrived on the 
course ? Had he not ? Of course he had ; hut how came it that 
he did not ? Come, fair play once more, and let’s hear him viva 
voce. “ Why, you must understand, I do not make a practice of 
betting regularly; and, though certainly I know Harry Hill well, 
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I did not like going into the ring without being able to cover if 
called on to do so. Now, unfortunately, I had put on a pair of 
clean ducks in the morning, and lb It my note-case in the other 
trowsers’ pocket.” “ O, indeed ! and but for that you would have 
had confidence, enough in your own judgment to back it ?” “ Cer¬ 

tainly, undoubtedly so ; have I not told you she was my favorite 
from the first ?”—Alas ! poor Thompson ! he would have cleared 
something like a thousand sterling, had hr, unhj had another pair 

of- ! 

But let’s change the scene. Here we are at the Grand National 
Steeple-chase, what is the name of the place ? It’s very odd we 
cannot at this moment recollect; this much, however, we do re¬ 
member perfectly well^ that | one horse broke his back, and the 
jockey his head, which may, perhaps, assist the reader in defining 
the locality. Well,there we are, the line is chosen, the weather 
and, for a wonder, the farmers are favorable, but still there’s some¬ 
thing wrong; the gentleman who has been put down on the bills 
to rule the favorite, declines the honor at the last moment, even 
alter looking over the ground,, though whether that may have had 
any iniluence with him is more than we can say, for our own part 
we should rather think it had. Of course his discretion meets 
with anything but general applause, particularly as it is found im¬ 
possible to persuade any one else to mount; for, the fact is, the 
nag i^rather a nasty horse to ride, and his regular jockey at the 
present moment lies at the last place where he ran, with three of 
his ribs and an arm broken from a fall at a fence, or rather from 
the pleasantry of the animal stopping to kick at his pilot when 
down. This is well known—too well known—a boring hard 
puller, with one side of his mouth dead, not a decidfedlv safe 
fencer, but a most decided miller. It won’t do: not even the pro¬ 
mise of half the stpke, with beer and brandy both before and alter, 
ad libitum, can induce a groom to go to scale lor him ; and yet 
only attend to that gentleman with the laijge red whiskers and 
small eyes of the same hue, who has backed him for three half- 
crowns—“ Ride him, who would not! I wouldn’t wish for a safer 
horse to cross the. country with. What if lie does {full a bit ? all 
you have got to do is to keep your hands well down, and go along 
with him ; or if he should make a mistake, stick to him like Allan 
M'JDonough, till he chooses to get up again; or if you think you 
can’t manage that, roll rigid away from him, and be up and off 
again before he knows what you’re at, or has time to savage you. 
Confound it ! afraid of a horse because he has broken a man’s 
ribs—never !” Hearing him rattle on at such a pace, and seeing 
him to be a likely looking one, on the right side of lorty, and 
twelve stone, we ventured to ask him why he would not ride this 
terrible, tirrible animal himself? “Ride him, sir! bless your 
eyes, 1 would have icon on him before this, if (directing our atten¬ 
tion to his plaid continuations) 1 had only another pair of — 

Our old friend Nimrod, poor fellow ! was more than once very 
much in the same predicamdiil; and what gentleman jockey, we 
should like to know, has not? But, hark to Nimrod! who, it 
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appears—nay ! so practised and popular a pen shall state its own 
case, merely premising that the writer is at St. Omer’s races. 

“ But tlieTe had like to have been a damper in the want of a 
jockey for Mr. Hawke’s horse for the hurdle race, and as ‘ the re¬ 
nowned Beecher ’ had arrived, it was to be the lion of the day. 
He applied to me, but in consequence of having got a jockey for 
the Prince before 1 left Boulogne, 1 was minus boots and breeches, 
and in spite of my regard for my brother sportsman, and his very 
insinuating note, added to the fact of his horse being one of the 
right sort for the purpose, I could not prevail on myself to exhibit 
in trowsers and Wellingtons.” 

This was a “ regular tix.” On the one hand was Martin Hawke, 
a very old friend, with whom he had journeyed to the rendezvous; 
the nag, a very nice safe fencer: and a consciousness that the 
applicant knew he could and had ridden well. On the other, the 
fame of the. professor was to be considered ; could Nimrod, who 
had denounced hurdle-racing and steeple-chasing from the first, 
could he with any consistency take a principal part in such a per¬ 
formance ? Most assuredly not. Again, the hurdles were as 
high and as strong as gates, very awkward to get at, the ground as 
hard as a rock, and Nimrod, upwards of sixty years of age, with 
a wife and family! What was to be done? Disappoint an old 
friend, or endanger his own fame and neck? Neither, happily 
neither !, that one word which he has penned with impunity saved 
him—“ Mv dear Hawke, I should be most happy to ride for you, 
if I only had another pair of — /" 

Now we are talking of celebrated sportsmen, how came the 
Honorable Grantley Fitzbardinge Berkeley to fail so signally in 
that “deer charming ” match at Charborough Park? Some say 
through want of this thing, others of that, but no one ever dreamt 
of attributing it to any want of confidence on the part of the 
Honorable Grantley Fitzliardinge Berkeley (“ we love to give the 
whole name,” as the Vicar of Wakefield says) in his own powers. 
O, dear, no ! and there’s very little doubt but that the wager would 
have been won if—now we know what you are going to say—if 
the horse or the hound had not fallen lame. Pshaw! View it in 
the most favorable light, this is but a lame excuse. No, reader, 
we’ll let you into the secret, it was the rascal who built that fo¬ 
rester’s suit, in which the Honorable Grantley Fitzhardinge Berke¬ 
ley turned out as “ the observed of all observers,” that spoilt all. 
Though it might look very well from a distance, it was by far too 
tight a Jit when it came to be tried on , as the event sutficiently 
proved ; though we certainly think the Honorable Grantley Fitz¬ 
hardinge Berkeley might have succeeded in what he proved him¬ 
self so fully ^qualified to undertake— if he had only had another pair 

°f— •' .-!••. I 

Apropos of venison and tight fits—“ O !” gasps Alderman Hal- 
full, as he feels the inconvenient pressure at the waistband of his 
new satin shorts, though only just beginning his attack on the 
haunch, “ O ! how I should enjoy this here dinner, if 1 only had 
another pair of — 
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A virtue is often made of necessity, and advantages have arisen 
even from the want of another pair of these very necessary appen¬ 
dages ; witness the case of our old and honest friend Humphrey 
Clinker, who, Parthian-like, would never have made a hole in the 
heart of Mrs. Winifred Jenkins, but for the one in his own —! 
which told mightily in favor of our hero—had the state of Iluih- 
phrey’s exchequer at that time permitted his investing half a guinea 
in the purchase of another pair of — ! 

Though we have a note-book full of these “ modern instances ” 
at our side, we find it utterly impossible to proceed. We have 
written so far in all sorts of attitudes—sitting, standing, leaning, 
kneeling, and stooping, and by all that’s endurable, we can stand 
it no longer. “ How so ?” say you. According to Sam Weller, 
then, something “ extraordinary ’’ has happened to us this morning, 
for we have on “ a reg’lar new fit out,” but, alas! as bad a fit as 
the Honorable Grantley Fitzhardinge Berkeley’s Lincoln green, or 
the worthy alderman’s full dress. The trowsers, in particular, 
seem to us as if made to and by order of the Inquisition—a High¬ 
lander could not feel less at ease in them, and stop we must, that’s 
flat! We feel called on to give some apology for this not being a 
much longer, and (of course) much better article, and in doing so 
are forced to this “ damnable iteration *’ that it might, could, should, 
and would, if ice only had another pair of — ! 

In our present uncomfortable position, wq had almost overlooked 
one important point—apology for the treatment of the subject. 
What, then, for the choice of such a subject ? J&eorge Colman, 
in a similar dilemma, calls on Sterne to screen Kjm 

“ Behind one volume of his * Tristram Shandy.’ ” 

And may w*e be allowed, in humble imitation of the prince of mo¬ 
dern wits, to entreat the same “ parson to save us ”—not exactly 
under the wing of Uncle Toby, but ratheif with a page from “ the 
Sentimental Journey.” What was the principal thing “ the sly 
playful wag” provided himself with, when he determined on this 
journey ? What holds so prominent a place in the first, and what 
does he find of such signal service in the last chapter ? Again, 
how is it that so many tourists, with equal opportunities, have broke 
down over the same course ? The reader anticipates the answer. 
It is too late now : otherwise, profiting by this hint, what a book 

Mr.- might have written, if— he had only started with another 

pair of — ! t 

London Sporting Revisw for March, 1844. 
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f ON TRAINING THE RACE-HORSE. 


BY COTHERSTONE. 


Returned from our March Number, page 157. 


EXERCISE GROUND. 

The wonderful effect which certain descriptions of land are 
known to have upon the legs and feet of horses, when-they are 
put to work upon it, would lead to the supposition that every man 
possessing a race-horse would be very scrupulous in selecting that 
which is the best adapted for the purpose; such discrimination 
does not, however, appear on all occasions to prevail, as we often 
find situations are selected for training which are by no means 
well suited. For this purpose, soils which have a tendency to 
clay are not eligible, because in wet weather they are too deep 
and retentive, causing horses to dwell in their action, to shorten 
their stride, and render them slow; whereas, in dry weather, they 
are totally unfit, from the general hardness, roughness, and inelas¬ 
ticity which such land assumes. Gravelly soils, although perhaps 
not quite so objectionable as clays, are by no means to be chosen ; 
they may be tolerably fair in wet weather, but even then and at all 
t:mes they are too solid to be really good, and in the summer they 
become execrably hard; seldom bearing a good covering of turf, 
they are hot, and void of that springy, spongy nature so desirable 
for this purpose. It is astonishing the bad consequences which 
result from working horses on gravel, under any circumstances ; 
even turnpike roads which are composed of that material are much 
more injurious to the legs and feet—but especially to the legs —of 
all horses that are used upon them : this a man may very readily 
convince himself of by noticing the state of his horse’s legs when 
he is travelling through a country where the roads are gravelly, 
and comparing them when passing over roads which are composed 
of broker, granite ; on the former, it will be found, after a day’s 
work, that the legs are hot and windgaily to a much greater extent 
than on the latter. With hunters, also, I have observed that their 
legs evince much more wear when ridden over gravelly countries 
than in any other. The consequence, therefore, to the legs of a 
race-horse must be more conspicuous, and experience shows that 
training grounds which have any tendency to gravel are especially 
apt to cause horses to break down. 

The most desirable soils are light loams on dry, chalky sub¬ 
strata, such as are found in many of the south and western coun¬ 
ties. Tough, sandy peals, providing the land is good enough to 
bear a sound turf, anil are sufficiently dry, are excellently adapted 
for this purpose, especially if the subsoil is peaty, which will ren¬ 
der the surface uncommonly elastic and good ; but if sand prevails, 
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and is not sufficiently generous to carry a good turf, it will work 
into holes and become very bad. A horse, putting one foot on 
sound turf and the other in a bed of sand, is in constant danger of 
laming himself. These sandy peats may frequently be improved 
by manuring them, the expense of doing which is comparatively 
trifling ; and for this 1 purpose tan is found to be one of the most 
effectual applications that can be made use of: it should be laid 
on at three or four dillirent periods, putting a moderate quantity 
on each time, and suffering the grass to grow between the applica¬ 
tion of each dressing ; by this method a tough, elastic surface will 
be obtained, superior to any other that I have yet seen. 

At Newmarket, as may be supposed, there is great variety of 
ground to gallop over, and in spring and autumn it is generally in 
good order—that is, if a moderate portion of rain should fall, with¬ 
out which it is mostly very hard ; it is, therefore, not good for 
summer work; but, as that is a season when there is not so much 
going on at that placq, it does not operate so importantly except 
with horses which are in preparation for country meetings. In 
order to obviate this evil, Matson has a ploughed gallop contigu¬ 
ous to where he usually exercises, and which has of late years 
been much resorted to; it presents a yielding surface at all sea¬ 
sons, and it is astonishing that a similar aherrxitive is not adopted 
at other places where there are many horses in training. 

The very fact of a number of horses being constantly exercised 
over certain parts, must in time have the efl’ect of rendering the 
land very solid ; and it is astonishing how some sorts appear to 
have a tendency of shaking horses—that is, of making them gallop 
sore and short. 

The stewards of the Jockey Club, having a jurisdiction over 
the Heath, exercise their prerogative in ordering what gallops 
shall be used, coniine the use of them by ordering dolls and chains 
to be placed across those which have been cut up ; by these regu¬ 
lations they are never suffered to get very much out of order, al¬ 
though during wet seasons, if there happen to be a great number 
of horses at work, it is sometimes almost impossible to keep them 
shut up long enough to promote their entire restoration. Nature 
appears most peculiarly to have adapted the land at Newmarket 
for the purpose of training:: it is* particularly prolific with earth¬ 
worms, which, in moist weather, are continually throwing up their 
casts, producing a most favorable result in preventing the surface 
from becoming hard and solid ; these insects render it in a very 
slight degree hollow, witlikiut which this place would in time 
become very inelastic. 1 There are training grounds on each side 
of the town, by which those persons who reside at either extremity 
may avail themselves of that which lies nearest to them in showery 
weather, or seek a change when fine by going upon either, as 
circumstances may dictate ; that on the London side being where 
the races are held, and some of the gallops are as far from the 
town as the starting-post of the 11. C., which is four miles. Or. 
this side there is a moderate ascent, called Cambridge llill, which 
may be brought in as the termination of any required distance— 
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an advantage which very few situations afford—but here so great 
is the space, that, by starting at certain points, the Hill may be 
taken whenever it is thought proper; by starling below the Ditch 
Gap, and running for some distance parallel with the ditch, and 
then turning to the left up the aforesaid hill, an excellent gallop 
presents itself. There is also a stiliish rise of ^ground at the ter¬ 
mination of the Beacon Course, by the side oi which, from end to 
end, horses are permitted to take their work. The ground to 
sweat over may be selected according to the taste and inclination 
of the most fastidious ; consequently the accustomed gallops vary 
to such an extent as to render a description impossible; neither 
would it afford any interest or information, as it is easy to inquire 
the distance of certain tracts, and work over them according to 
what the horse is required to perform. The side of the upper end 
of the Beacon Course is, however, generally chosen to finish, as 
there are rubbing-houses at the top for the convenience of scraping. 
The Ditch stables likewise afford the same shelter, in case that 
part is considered more convenient. 

The outside of the Hound Course is also used to sweat; and 
there is a particularly fine, soft gallop parallel with the Banbury 
Mile. 

On the Bury side of the town there arc two distinct exercise- 
grounds—the lime kilns, which is nearly a dead flat, and the War¬ 
ren Hill, which, as its name designates, affords a very considera¬ 
ble choker for horses whose pipes are not quite clear. Commenc¬ 
ing on that part of the gallop which is on the verge of the town, 
and bearing oil towards the plantation previously to facing the hill, 
a very strong gallop is obtained, and one which cannot fail to 
produce the most severe ell'ect upon any horse, however high his 
condition and qualification : indeed, 1 will venture to state that 
many a horse has had his chance of winning destroyed by having 
too great liberties taken with him over this very trying ground. 
Judiciously used, this gallop is an admirable one ; but, inconsistent¬ 
ly resorted to, its consequences are fatal. If horses are naturally 
disposed to be a little wild and irritable in their tempers, those 
failings appear generally to be increased at Newmarket: there is 
a certain wildness in the character of the immqnse, open space 
preseuling itself, which seems to be imbibed and augmented in the 
disposition of every animal that is at all predisposed to its influ¬ 
ence. It is rf therefore, unnecessary tt» offer greater caution than 
. that of pointing out the importance ti>f ixe>titing such horses with 
the utmost tenderness. If they are sii'ljereil to break away with 
the boys who ride them, or those boys airp permitted to go lasler 
than the condition and abilities of their horses guarantee, T the 
evils of such ill treatment will soon be manifest. Nothing is 
found to be more injurious to the temper and condition of a ner¬ 
vous horse than to suffer him to be rattled in his work. “ My 
horses shall not stop from want.of work !” exclaims the trainer; 
but it must be remembered that, although the animal’s physical 
powers may be in such a state as to enable him to endure great 
distress, it is not very urtfrequenily the case that the temper is de- 
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stroyed by the undue punishment that he has previously expe¬ 
rienced. Thus it is that the discretion of the trainer is put to the 
test, by his giving his ho,rse so much work as to increase his physi - 
cal powers to their utmdst capability without overdoing the mark, 
and thereby destroying both power and temper. It must not be 
inferred from these observations that I would have a horse brought 
to the post without a sufficiency of work that is quite essential, but 
I would have just “the happy medium” observed. It is quite as 
bad—indeed. I think worse —for a horse to stop in his running, or, 
more technically expressing it, to shut up from temper, than it is 
for him to show symptoms of tiring from not having performed quite 
work enough. In the first case, the efforts of the jockey will 
never prevail, for “ the devil can't drive them but, in the other, 
if the animal’s heart be good—and which! in ninety-nine cases 
out of a hundred, it will be, if in its natural state, and has not 
been rendered cowardly by bad treatment—he will try to the last: 
therefore, if the jockey possesses a knowledge of his duty, and 
will nurse his horse when he rinds him in distress, such a horse 
will make a far better finish than the one whose temper will not 
induce him to exer: himself when called upon to do so. 

In the neighborhood of Epsom, various places are resorted to 
on the approach of those races ; and there are several training- 
stables in the vicinity, where horses are kept at work throughout 
the year. The first that may be noticed is the exercise on Epsom 
Downs, which has not much to recommend it: in dry weather it 
is insufferably hard, and the natural solidify of the surface is en¬ 
hanced by the numerous race meetings which have been held, and 
which have attracted such multitudes of persons, who, with their 
carriages and horses, have trampled more or less over every inch 
of it; in wet weather it is very slippery. The surface appears to 
be a light chalky clay, with a substratum Of chalk and flint, upon 
which, l should imagine, tan would have a most admirable effect. 

The Leatherhead Downs, I think, demand a preference over all 
others in this locality, especially as far as the nature of the soil is 
concerned ; the only objection to them is, that they are not quite 
so extensive as might be wished, therefore it is necessary to make 
several turns in order to get a gallop of sufficient distance. 

Mickleham Downs, which are only on the other side of the hill, 
are very good, and it is almost impossible to conceive a more . 
picturesque or interesting spot; the upper part, parallel to which 
the termination of the gallop extends, is protected by a narrow 
belt or plantation, and the Downs are studded over with hawthorn 
and juniper bushes, which, though wildly arranged, produce a very 
pretty contrast, as the hawthorn is at the season of the year m full 
blossom ; the elegant chasteness of the juniper, which appears to 
grow spontaneously, adds to the park-like character of the whole, 
and causes itlo assume the semblance of a gentleman's domain 
rather than the usual uncultivated rudeness of a common; the 
gallops pass between the clumps of hawthorn and juniper, which 
serve to define the tract. 

The “ Favorites” for Derby and Oaks, oflate years, have gene- 
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rally been seen either here or on the Leatherhead side, such as 
Lord Jersey’s, Scott’s lot, &c., &c., on a fine morning during the 
last three or four days preceding the “ great event;” the scene is 
truly delightful, especially to a man whose book appears to be on 
the right side. Here the most promising, symmetrical, and best 
bred animals of the year are to be seen in all their glory, height¬ 
ened to the utmost pitch by the most superior condition which the 
indefatigable attention of the best experienced trainers old Eng¬ 
land can boast of beyond any other nation, can establish. This is 
a time when the beautiful elasticity and freedom of action of that 
noble animal, the horse, unequalled by that of any other quadru¬ 
ped, may be studied to the greatest advantage. Some men con¬ 
gregate on these occasions to admire this splendid work of nature, 
but most of them for the purpose of scrutinizing the appearance 
of each candidate for public favor, in order to speculate according¬ 
ly, and either to back or bet against, as their individual judgment 
may dictate ; but every year’s experience proves how fallacious 
man’s opinion is ; the best judges are frequently most egregiously 
mistaken in their anticipation, and are often influenced by arf un¬ 
accountable and bigoted prejudice to lay sums on or against horses, 
the payment of which is beyond their means of accomplishment. 

The speculator who has made a heavy book, may generally be 
seen here, watching with intense interest the stride of every horse, 
as he takes his gallop ; the state of his calculations may generally 
be read in his anxious countenance, the workings of which, when 
the favorites against which he stands heavily are found to go 
incomparably well, present a fine study of human nature ; however 
strong a man’s nerves may be—however grea't a stoic he may be 
—however he may study not to betray his own secrets, there is 
notan individual who does not at times manifest the “inward 
working of his heartthere are moments when he is off his 
guard, and with his mind partially absorbed by the events of the 
passing scene, but more forcibly with the “ state of his oivu af¬ 
fairs,” however subtle his heart may be, unconsciously unveils it to 
the penetration of the inquisitive observer. 

There are other places in the precincts of Epsom available for 
the purpose of exercise, either during the temporary period of the 
races, or even for more permanent purposes, but they are certainly 
inferior to those just mentioned ; they are principally at Carshaltoii, 
Mitcham, and Sutton. 

There are several splendid tracts of Down land in Berkshire 
peculiarly adapted for the purpose of training upon, especially in 
the neighborhood of Islev, at which place Stevens has stables, 
from whence, with occasional interruptions of arable land, you 
may travel to Marlborough, in Wiltshire; proceeding farther on¬ 
wards, Treen’s establishment at Beckhampton is found ; still far¬ 
ther westward is Pimperne, in Dorsetshire, where Percy trains, 
and who has brought out many horses in very first-rato condition, 
with the just reward for his assiduity and skill, amounting to more 
than an average of success. Returning back in a south-easterly 
direction, at Danebury, near Stockbridge, are the stables of the 


280 


ON TRAINING THE RACE-HORSE. 

4 ' 

well known John Day. and so well is he known that it is unneces¬ 
sary to make any observations about him ; sullice it to state, from 
the high character which he has obtained, the skill which he has 
manifested, with now and then a pretty good nag to add to his 
fame, that his stables, extensive as they are, are generally pretty 
full, having the horses of the highest class, the property of the 
most influential patrons of tihe turf, as inmates. Mr. Isaac Sadler 
also resides in the neighborhood, and trains over the same ground ; 
his premises for the accommodation of his stallions and brood 
mares, independent of the stabling occuj^ed by the horses which 
are in training, are exceedingly complete and well arranged. The 
turf in these Downs is excellent ; but since John Day has trained 
so extensively for Lord George Bentinck, the gallops have been 
vastly improved bv reducing all inequalities of the surface, filling 
up hollows ; and in order to reiyJer the sward tough and good, 
repeated dressings of tan have been given. Great as the variety 
is, it is scarcely sufficient for the leviathan string which John Day 

* commonly turns out, from fifty to sixty horses being frequently his 
complement. 

Many horses which are trained for the meetings in the Midland 
Counties are sent to Hednesford, situate between Cannock and 
Hugely in Staffordshire, at which place many public trainers reside. 
There is also one very extensive private establishment, belonging 
to Mr. Edmond Peel. A few, a very few fleeting years have 
passed away, and the reminiscence affords a striking example both 
of the frailty of human nature and the vicissitudes of this life, 
since three extensive studs were to be seen daily at exercise on 
these hills, glorying in the utmost pride of fame and good fortune, 
the remains of which are dispersed to almost all the quarters of 
the globe; the mortal remains of two of the proprietors who shone 
so conspicuously on the turf are now doomed to moulder under it ; 
the other is such a dreadful martyr to that painful disease, the 
gout, as to be unable to enjoy any amusements beyond ihe pre¬ 
cincts of his own domain; the latter gentleman alluded to, is Mr. 
Gilford, of Chillington, than whom, during his career as an owner 
■of race-horses, there was not a more honorable, respected, or 
popular patron of the turf, and his w ithdrawal from it has ever been 
a source of regret to all its frequenters, f The former two, it is 
almost unnecessary to hint, are the late Mr. Mytton, and Beards- 
worth of Biimiugham. 

■ These hills atford considerable variety of gallops, most of them 
abounding in ascents and descents, w hich are so far estimable, and 
in wet weather the turf is generally in pretty good order, but in dry 
summers it is execrably hard ; a great portion of the land is of a 
gravelly nature, which never can lie altered; at the safne time, if 
due attention were to be paid, and a little money expended in the 
purchase of tan, much improvement might be produced. A 
ploughed gallop, if permission could be obtained from the Marquis 
of Anglesey, who is Lord of the Manor, would be a most desira¬ 
ble acquisition. 

A portion of Delamere Forest, in Cheshire, is used for the pur- 
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pose of training; it is a light sandy soil, which never becomes 
hard but in dry weather; it is subject to work into holes, the land 
not being good enough to carry a sound turf; manure, judiciously 
applied, would vastly improve the surface, and amply repay the 
expense of laying it on. 

There is a training ground arranged at Liverpool, connected 
with the race-course, comprising a circle, or rather an oval, within 
that upon which the races are held; its ostensible purpose being 
for the use of those horses which are sent to run there, although 
it has been occasionally used for regular trainings other seasons. 
The nature of the soil is good, but it wants that important auxilia¬ 
ry to the establishment of condition, a hill—without which horses 
cannot'be brought to the highest state of perfection. 

Jones, of Prestbury, trains on Cleeve Hill, the site on which 
Cheltenham races are held. The nature of the land taken alto¬ 
gether is good ; there is, however, one disadvantage—the horses 
have along hill to ascend in going to their work, and. of course, 
the same to descend afterwards ; nevertheless, Jones’s horses 
always look fresh and well, and if great attention on his part could 
ensure success, they would never be beaten. The situation, two 
miles from Cheltenham, is centrical for many country meetings 
worthy of notice. 

The ground over which Scott trains at Malton is highly spoken 
of; indeed, nothing can more faithfully demonstrate the fact ol its 
being well calculated for the purpose than the excellent condition 
in’which his horses always appear when brought to the post, es¬ 
pecially the remarkable freshness which they invariably exhibit 
in theif legs. A trainer’s ability and assiduity may be unequalled, 
but no f man can prepare horses properly unless he has good ground 
to work them upon. I have never seen the exercise at Malton, 
but I have seen Scott’s horses, and have so invariably admired 
their condition and appearance as to be quite satislied the necessa¬ 
ry adjunct of appropriate land must be cmnbincd with Scott’s ac¬ 
knowledged skill to produce such favorable results. He has sta¬ 
bles at Newmarket, as also at Pigbourn, near Doncaster, at which 
place most of his horses undergo the latter part of their prepara¬ 
tions for the great noithern meeting, so that, they have not to en¬ 
counter the risk of travelling far immediately before they run. 

Whether training ground be public or private, some attention is 
requisite to keep it in order; and if it be a very poor, weak, hun¬ 
gry soil, occasional dressings of manure will be found the greatest 
auxiliary possible. The description of manure must depend upon 
the nature of the land ; on some, stable manure will have an ad¬ 
mirable effect, but upon almost all, tan will be found to be the best. 

Rolling during wet weather is, in many instances, indispensa¬ 
ble to press in the tracks and holes which have been niado l>y the 
horses’ feet, but the less this practice is resorted to the better, as 
it must tend to render the land more solid; therefore, the lighter 
the roll which is used for the purpose, the more advantageous, so 
that it is sufficiently ponderous to press in the turf which has been 
misplaced. If, previously to rolling in the spring, some seeds of 
vol. xv. 36 
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the finer grasses, which are natural to the land and productive to 
a firm, tough, and elastic sward, be sown, it will add greatly to the 
verdure of the land and improvement of the turf. In order to avoid 
the use of the roll as much as may be, the boys should be sent on 
to turn down the foot-marks and tread them in their proper places 
whenever the surface is so soft as to be cut up ; when they have 
not got their horses to attend to, such employment keeps them out 
of mischief at the same time that they are doing good in another 
way. [ | „ 

London Sporting Review for March, 1S44. 


PRAIRIE DOGS OF THE FAR WEST. 

BY A. R. JOHNSTON, U. S. DRAGOONS. 


Mr. Editor : During the past summer, while on a march on the 
grand prairies, towards the base of the Rocky Mountains, it was 
my good fortune to become possessed of two young Prairie Dogs, 
and as the habits of this animal have in consequence become 
pretty well known to me, I think it proper to communicate some¬ 
thing on the subject, which you are at liberty to publish if you 
think proper. 

I send you a sketch of these animals ; although a rude one. it 
will afford a pretty good idea of their shape. A full-grown Prairie 
Dog is about 11 inches long in the body, excluding the tail, w hich 
is three inches in length ; their w-eight about two pounds; color a 
reddish grey, very light. 

The two which I had w’ere procured by one of the officers, by 
pouring their hole full of water. When given to me I was bed 
ridden; I placed them in my bosom, where they nestled them¬ 
selves, and in a few hours became very tame; they played over 
my bed, and on the least noise flew to me for safety. To find out 
what they would subsist on, we offered them everything. The 
first experiment was with a piece of loaf sugar ; they instantly 
seized on it, and standing erect, held it in their fore paws and de¬ 
voured it. They ate freely of dry buffalo meat, bacon, rice, and 
bread. I tied them near my tent in the grass ; they ate freely of 
it; taking hold of the blades of grass with their teeth, they pulled 
steadily until the white part of the blades came up by the roots; 
they then sat erect, took the blades in the paw, reversed it with a 
quick motion, and ate the blanched portion of it. They preferred 
thttender grass to the “ miiskeet” or “ buffalo grass.” This pre¬ 
ference is no doubt the cause of their towns being observed en¬ 
tirely free of prairie grass, and frequently grown w ith buffalo grass, 
as they use the former so much it is killed out. They drink water 
but seldom, and probably never in the native state, as they have 
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most of their sustenance from green grass. Some one observed 
the remains of grasshoppers on one of the holes of a “ dog town,” 
and brought some grasshoppers to my pets ; never did child, grati¬ 
fied with the promised apple, give more signs of joy than did these 
animals at the sight of this dainty food ; these.were doubtless the 
kind of presents their mamma had brought home to her children, 
after her walks about the town. 

They were very fond of being tickled under the throat.and 
breast, and if I did not use both hands and tickle both at the same 
time, the disappointed one would attack the other, and they would 
fight like furies, striking “^a-la-lion-rampante ”—with both paws, 
and making a quick squealing bark. The effect of the tickling 
was apparently V/ery tranquillizing, as thev would lie down and 
close their eyes in the most languishing manner, and when I 
stopped, they would run after my hands and put their noses under 
my fingers, as much as' to say, “ more.” 

I lost one of them fifty miles from this post ; the other, the 
male, I had until the 19th of this month, when a relic of the 
“ Florida blood-hounds ” did me the disfavor to kill him. Ashe 
got the name of “ Billy,” I will call him so for short. 

Billy took a fancy to my dogs, and amused himself searching 
for lleas on them : to this the dogs would doubtless have had no 
objection, but he being equally fond of horny substances, would 
attack their nails, which always broke up the party. 

The rattle-snake is fond of their towns; “ mair by token” we 
found a rattle-snake with a young one in his belly, and we ma¬ 
naged to keep Billytiut of all sorts of mischief by shaking at him 
the dried skin of one ; dio-would abandon the amusement of tear¬ 
ing up curtains, or the luxury of eating, at the sound of his enemy’s 
approach. 

Billy dug himself a hole in front of my quarters ; one day it rained 
hard and drowned him out; as soon as the rain was over, we 
observed him hard at work making a “ levee” around his hole. 
He would rake up a pile of dirt, and lying down with his breast 
against it, and his fore-paws around it, he would shove himself 
and dirt to the edge of his hole ; he then would ram the dirt down 
with his nose, and so continued until he got above high-water 
mark. I had him in a pen, with a pedestal in the centre, perched 
on which he could see over the country. On this he held his mor¬ 
ning levee, beginning at sunrise, and to each one as he approached, 
if they chirruped to him, he would reply by jumping up and al¬ 
most vaulting backwards, and chirruping in return, with a sound 
something like “ way-ko ” 

Although these animals live in towns, it is said they do not re¬ 
ceive visitors from neighboring holes, hence if you get between 
one and his hole, he is easily caught. An officer told me he once 
shot one, and was about to pick it out of the hole into which it fell, 
when three or four came up out of the hole and snatched it away 
so quickly that he could not recover it. They belong to the mar¬ 
mot tribe, but l saw no signs of hibernating in Billy. Their towns 
arc always an upland nearly level, and their holes are irregularly 
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scattered about, some 15 or 20 paces apart; each hole has a 
mound about it, of the excavated dirt, of a foot or two in height. 
A little reddish owl is always found near their towns, doubtless 
with the same charitable intention with the rattle-snake. 

Respectfully, A. It. Johnston, Lt. U. S. Dragoons. 
Fort Wusliita, Arks., Fch. 13, 1844. 


POPULAR ENGLISH RACING STALLIONS FOR 1844. 


BY A QUI£T AND EASY OBSERVER. 


IJefore I commence my observations on the Racing Stallions 
for the coming season, I cannot refrain from a little introduction in 
the shape of a return of the gross amount that the stock of the 
principal Stallions have won during the last year. I lind that the 
progeny of the celebrated Touchstone won £20,454, those of "Ve¬ 
locipede £10,230, of Bay Middleton £10,045, of Muley Moloch 
£9,342, of Slane £6,820, of Emilius £5,172, of Physician 
.£4,675, of Gladiator £4,540, of Tomboy .£4,307, of Sir Her- 
. cules £3,966, of Elis £3,291, of The Saddler £3,150, of Pleni¬ 

potentiary £3,070, of Camel £2,954, of Liverpool £2,492, of 
Sheet Anchor £2,246, of Voltaire £2,425, of Jereed £2,815, ot 
Rockingham £2,204, of Langar (dead) £1899, of Defence £1770, 
of Glaucus £1614, of Priam £1184, of Jerry £1167, of Bran 
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ters ” I learn that his subscription is full at 40 guineas each mare, 
and that the number is limited to forty mares besides those of his 
noble owner. The pedigree of this valuable animal is so well 
known that 1 shall only observe that Touchstone is a brown horse, 
foaled in 1831, was gvit by Camel, out of Banter, and that he won 
many valuable Slakes, including the St. Leger at Doncaster, beat¬ 
ing Plenipotentiary (winner of the Derby) and all the best horses 
of his year. 

There is one other Stallion of great and deserving popularity 
at the Eaton Stud House ; 1 mean the gallant Pantaloon, by Cas- 
trel, out of Idalia, who covers mares at 30 gs. each. 1 may here 
observe that Pantaloon is the sire of Satirist, winner ot the 
Queen’s Vase at Ascot Heath in 1841, and also of the St. Leger 
in the same year. John Dav has a very nice three-vear-old Bro¬ 
ther to Satirist, now called Juvenal, which is expected to make 
some satire during the coming season. “ Honest John ” bought 
this colt at the Marquis of Westminster’s sale at a somewhat rea¬ 
sonable figure, with a Derby nomination. The Marquis of West- 


dL951,ol iaurus £875, ot St. Batnck £7U7, ot Pantaloon £4U/, 
of Sultan (dead) £465, &c. 

Such being the “ by-gones,” I need not observe that Touchstone 
is in immense force. From accounts received from “ head-quar- 
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minster has a splendid lot of brood mares of the most aristocratic 
parentage ; amongst them may be named Banter, Decoy, Ghuznee 
(winner of the Oaks in 1841), Maria Day (the best two-year-old 
of her year, 1842), Lampoon (Sister to Touchstone), Languish, 
Lauta, Maid of Honor (the dam of Fanny Eden), Sarcasm (the 
dam of Satirist), and Retort. As regards the Epsom events, the 
good old color of “ yellow jacket and black cap ” is to be by no 
ways despised in the coming season, inasmuch as the Noble Mar¬ 
quis has a very promising Derby colt called Lancet, by Touch¬ 
stone, out of Laura, in the Derby, and Fanny Eden and a smart 
looking filly out of Decoy, in the Oaks. It is w r ell known that the 
descendants of Touchstone are in almost every instance noted for 
great substance and power. The Hon. Sidney Herbert, tired no 
doubt of the Elis blood, intends sending some of his choice mares 
to this popular stallion this Spring. It may not be out of place to 
add, that the Eaton Stud at this moment .consists of jive very pro¬ 
mising two-year-olds, eight yearlings, and«eig7i* horses in training, 
one of which, Martyr, is in goodly force for the Chester Trades¬ 
men’s Cup, and as the horse has only 6st. 81b. on him , being a Jive- 
year-old, I for one should have no particular objection to take 
the Noble Marquis’s chance for that interesting and truly valuable 
prize. 

Perhaps no nobleman, gentleman, or commoner, has proved 
himself more indefatigable in his exertions to improve the crossing 
of the blood in the Racing Stud than Mr. Theobald ot Stock well 
House, Stockwcll, Surrey. This year Mr. Theobald furnishes a 
list of seven first-rate Racing Stallions, besides one of the hand¬ 
somest Trottirtf Stallions ever beheld. 

Camel's pedigree is too well known to be again alluded to. 
This superior horse will cover mares (thirty) by subscription at 
25 gs. each, and one guinea to the groom. The stock of Camel 
have been in high repute since the renowned exploits Of Touch¬ 
stone, and if put to the test I could fill a page with splendid victo¬ 
ries achieved by other sons and daughters of this worthy descend¬ 
ant of old Whalebone. The list is filling rapidly. 

Muley Moloch is the next favorite. He was bred by Mr. Nowell, 
of Underley Park, was foaled in 1830, got by Muley, out of Nancy 
(Longwais^’s dam) by Dick Andrews (sire of Tramp), girandam 
Spitfire by Beningbrough, &c. Muley, the sire of Muley Moloch, 
was one of the finest and best actioned horses of las day: he 
was got by Orville (winner of the St. Leger 1802), out of Eleanor 
(the celebrated mare that won both Derby and Oaks in 1801). 
Orville was got by Beningbrough (one of the stoutest runners ot 
his time), aud was the winnenof twenty-two races, beating all the 
best horses of his year. Eleanor won twenty-seven times, includ¬ 
ing the Derby and Oaks races. The doings of Muley Moloch 
did not by any means “ disgrace his family,” for he ran in sixteen 
races and was a winner eleven times; and it is only fair to observe 
that he was always made to appear in first rate company. The 
price qf serving marcs is fixed at 20 gs. each, and one guinea to 
the groom. Muley Moloch is the sire of Alice Hawthorn, the 
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best mare of the day, and many other winners of lasting note : he 
is a remarkably fine large horse of great substance and power, 
very lengthy, particularly deep in the girth, with shoulders nicely 
laid back, and has an excellent constitution and temper. His color 
is a rich dark brown without any white, and altogether he is a 
stallion well calculated to improve the breed of race-horses both 
for speed and stoutness. There are five of Muley Moloch’s get 
in the next Derby, one of v^iich, Zanoni (once very racing-like), 
is dead. From the extraordinary performances of Alice Hawthorn 
last season, no doubt Muley Moloch will get his portion of first- 
rate inares. 

Laurel is a very fine powerful dark brown horse with black 
legp, was bred by Major Yarburgh in 1824, got by the famed run¬ 
ning Blacklock, out of a Prime Minister mare, her dam by Orville, 
out of Miss Grimstone by Weasel, a son of Herod out of an 
Eclipse mare. The terms are what I think extremely moderate, 
namely, 12 gs. for thorough-bred, and 6 gs. for half-bred mares, 
and 10s. 6d. to the groom. The running of Laurel in point of 
speed and stoutness is too well known to require any comment 
from me ; suffice it to say, that he ran all distances with heavy 
weights against the best horses of his time—a time too when good 
horses werfe almost as “ plentiful as blackberries ”—and in most 
instances proved himself victorious. His stock are very racing¬ 
like, and the only wonder to me is that he has not had a greater 
number of “ favorites ” sent to him. Amongst other grand ex¬ 
ploits, Laurel beat Matilda (winner of the St. Leger in 1827) for 
the York Constitution Stakes; he also beat her for the Doncaster 
Cup in the same year (1828). At four years old he was never 
beaten. Altogether he won eight Gold Cups, and valuable Stakes 
too numerous to be here mentioned. To conclude, Laurel beat 
the following flyers of his years : Fleur-de-lis, Longwaist, Matilda, 
Granby, Mulatto, Maria, Stopforth, Bessy Bedlam, Actceon, Re¬ 
triever, Moonshine, Nonplus, Ballad-singer, Mameluke (winner of 
the Derby 1827), and Hals^on. 

Cal muck, bred by the Duke of Grafton in 1833, got by Zintra- 
nce (by Tramp, out of Sister to Pastille by Rubens), out of Para¬ 
sol by Pot-8-o’s, out of Prunella by Highflyer, <fcc. Caltnuck is 
a nice rich bay with black legs, no white about him, excepting a 
little on one of his left hind heels; stands upwards of sixteen 
hands high, with shoulders rightly placed, and powerful flat legs. 
He was a winner at all ages from two to six years old, and proved 
himself a respectable performer on many important occasions, 
being the winner of fourteen races. From his blood (comprising 
the best of the Grafton nursery), his great bone and substance, 
and his fine temper, he promises to get very superior stock. Cal- 
muck’s terms are 10 gs. for thorough-bred, and 4 gs. for half-bred 
mares, with 10s. 6d.-to the groom. 

Belgrade, bred by Mr. Allen in 1838, got by Belshazzar, out of 
Alice by Langar, is a remarkably clever blood-looking horse of a 
♦lice chesnut color. Belgrade was ve"Yy fast as a two-year-old, 
being the winner of the Two-year-old Stakes at York and Don- 
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caster. At three years old he won several times, including three 
Queen’s Plates; and at five years old he only ran onge, when he 
carried oil' the valuable Brighton Stakes in a very commanding 
manner. Belshazzar was got by Blacklock, out of Mr. Watt’s 
famous mare Manuella (winner of the Oaks in 1812). The figure 
for covering is 5 gs. each mare, and 10s. 6d. to the groom. This 
is his first season as a stallion. 

The Exquisite is still to be found amongst Mr. Theobald’s 
“ valuables.” He is a most beautiful grey horse, was bred by R. 
W. Walker, Esq., in 1826, got by Whalebone, out of Fair Helen 
by the Wellesley Grey Arabian, her dam Maria by Highflyer, out 
of Nutcracker by Malchein, &c. The Exquisite ran second in 
the memorable Derby 1829 (won bv his stable companion, Frede¬ 
ric), beating—over a course as hard as Regent-street on a “ Sum¬ 
mer’s day ”—Patron, Ebony, Morris-dancer, Brother to Lapdog, 
Prince Eugene, and ten others. It was the opinion at the time of 
many good judges that nothing but the finest rising on the part of 
Mr. Forth secured the great event to Air. Gratwicke ; as it was, it 
was only won by a “ short head !” The Exquisite will cover at 
' 2 gs. the mare, and 10s. 6d. the groom. There is a rather likely 
looking colt of his get in the coming Derby in training at Mr. 
Balchin’s at Sutton. 

There is also at Stock well a Day Horse, seven years old, by 
Mulatto or Search, out of Young Petuarja (dam of Carew), who 
will see mares at 2 gs. each, and 5s. to the groom. John Lowry 
has succeeded James Gardener as stud groom. 

That splendid stallion Phienix is stationed at Harker Lodge, 
near Carlisle, where he will be during the season at 10 gs. each 
mare, and 10s. the groom. Phoenix was bred by Lord Jersey in 
1835, got by Buzzard, out of Cobweb (winner of the Oaks in 
1821). Buzzard is the sire of Rattan and other capital runners, 
and Cobweb is the dam of Bay Middleton. There is very supe¬ 
rior accommodation for mares at 6s. per week. As a racer, Phoe¬ 
nix rather deceived his backers, nevertheless he ran very credita¬ 
bly at Newmarket in 1838. 

Kremlin will serve mares this season at High Wycombe, Bucks, 
at 7 gs. each ; half-bred ones at 2k gs. He was got by Sultan, 
out of Francesca by Partisan, her dam by Orville. granJam by 
Buzzard, out of Hornpipe by Trumpator, &c. Kremlin is a brown 
horse, possessing an excellent temper, with great size and muscu¬ 
lar power. I cannot write much in praise of his performances on 
the Turf; for although he beat Harkaway (amiss), Cardinal Puff, 
and Industry, still in turn he “ gave way ” to many second and 
third raters. The very low price of covering, however, will be 
pretty certain to get him patronage. There is very good accom¬ 
modation for mares and foals at a moderate price. 

Galewood, noted for being for several years a rattling favorite 
for the Goodwood Cup and no “ starter,” stands this season at 
Causton Lodge, three miles from the Rugby Station. Galewood 
is a brown horse of goodly power and strength, was bred by Major 
St. Paul in 1833, got by Lottery, out of a roan Orville mare, the 
vol. xv. ' 67 




290 


POPULAR ENGLISH RACING STAL1 IONS. 


<lam of Gipsy, Creeping Molly, Calypso, Telemachus, &c. Gale- 
wood stands sixteen hands high ; his price of covering is 5 gs. 
thorough-bred inares, and 3 gs. half-bred ones. He will be at Co¬ 
ventry on Fridays, Warwick on Saturdays, Southam on Mondays, 
'Wellesbourne on Tuesdays, will travel home on Wednesdays, and 
he at Causton on Thursdays. This is what the Lawyers would 
call “ going the circuit ” in double quick time. Galewood was 
never hailed a “ victor” on the slippery sod. 

Harkaxeay will not cross the water this season, but is “ boxed 
up ” at his owner’s, Rossmore Lodge, Kildare (twenty-four miles 
from Dublin). Mr. Ferguson, I believe, refused a very handsome 
oiler from an influential breeder, who was desirous to get this va¬ 
luable animal into this country again. Harkaway is a remarkably 
line stallion, color chesnut, was foaled in 1834, got by Economist, 
out of Fanny Dawson, the dam of many other good performers. 

1 may here quote a passage from Harkaway’s advertisement; it 
runs thus :—“ The proprietor has declined various offers, both last 
and this year, to hire Harkaway to cover in England, and he has 
just refused a very liberal offer from a Newmarket gentleman to 
send him there this season. He is, however, desirous of encou¬ 
raging English breeders to send to this horse, and therefore he 
will serve marcs this season at 10 gs. each, and 10s. to the groom, 
to be paid at the time of covering. The proper route is the rail¬ 
way from London to Liverpool. The steam-packets sail twice 
daily (in eleven hours) from that port to Dublin, and with every 
accommodation for brood mares at a trifling charge. The mode 
of conveyance affords a safe, expeditious, and economical mode of 
transit for inares sent to Harkaway.” After speaking most highly 
of his stock, the advertisement ends with the following bold chal¬ 
lenge: “ Mr. Ferguson begs to state, in proof of the estimation in 
which Harkaway’s produce are held, that two of his yearlings 
will be matched against any other yearlings in England or Ireland, 
got by any other sire, for 500 sovs., Two-year-old Course, to come 
. off the first day of the next April Curragh Meeting.” Now, al¬ 
though there is in this challenge a seasoning of “ blarney,” still 1 
am informed from a private quarter that the young stock of Hark¬ 
away’s get are amazingly fine and racing-like. 1 may here aLo 
mention that Mr. Ferguson will not hold himself responsible for 
any accident that may occur to any mares sent to his horse. I 
will not tire my readers with a repetition of Harkaway’s doings , 
indeed his laurels are too green to have already fallen into the 
“ sere and yellow leaf.” 1 have heard of several first-rate mares 
being sent to him. 

There are four stallions of great consequence standing at Wil- 
lisden Paddocks, viz.: fc»ir Hercules, The Colonel, Ratcatcher, 
and Elis. 

Sir Hercules was foaled in 1826, got by Whalebone, out of Peri 
by Wanderer—Alexander—Rival by Sir Peter, &c. His price of 
covering will be 20 gs. each mare, and one guinea to the groom. 
In my report of the Stallions last season l entered so fully into 
Sir Hercules’s performances on the Turf, that I am free to confess 
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that I have nothing to “ add to the score.” He is the sire of many 
capital racers; amongst them I will name The Corsair, Cruiskeeu, 
Coronation (winner of the Derby 1841), Ilyllus (winner of the 
Goodwood Cup last year), Robert de Gorham, Vibration, Venus, 
Newcourt, &c. Sir Hercules is a fine animal. 

The Colonel has returned from a foreign land ; he was foaled in 
1825, got by Whisker, dam by Delpini (the dam of My Lady, &c.) 
He is a beautiful chesnut horse possessing great power, and his 
stock have won upwards of one hundred and twenty times in Eng¬ 
land. The sum for serving mares is very moderate, being only 
20 gs. for each mare, and one guinea to the groom. The Colonel, 
it may be remembered, won the St. Leger in 1828, subsequent to 
his defeat by Cadland (after a dead heat) for the Derby. His 
Majesty George the Fourth gave Mr. Petre the large sum of 
£4000 for him purpbsely to win the Ascot Cup 1829, but Zinganee 
was first, Mameluke second, Cadland third, The Colonel fourth, 
&c., in that everlasting race. Many of The Colonel’s sons and 
daughters have figured very well indeed, to wit: Chatham, Ceta, 
Heiress (very fast as a two-year-old), Lieutenant, Post-haste, Ar¬ 
senic, Recruit, The Drummer, Toothill, D’Egville (the best two- 
year-old of his year, 1837,) Gambia, Merrythought, Filer, Skir¬ 
misher, and many others whose names I have forgotten. He was 
sold to Brunswick for £1900 by Messrs. Tattersall, and?jre-pur- 
chased by them for this season. He is a sure foal-getter, and his 
stock are generally remarkably handsome. 

Ratcatcher is a horse also of great power and perfect symmetry. 
He was foaled in 1830, got by Langar, out of Rufina (Sister to 
Velocipede). As a runner he is recorded the victor in twenty-four 
gallant struggles against some of the very best horses of his time. 
His stock are very promising, and he has proved himself a sure 
foal-getter. Dog Billy, a two-year-old of last season, was a 
feather in Ratcatcher’s cap, and, from reports heard from Germany 
one of his daughters, the filly out of Dublin, 2 yrs., carried every¬ 
thing before her. Price, 10 guineas for thorough-bred mares, and 
one guinea to the groom, and 5 gs. half-bred mares. Let the 
farmers look to that! 

Elis, a chesnut herse, sixteen hands high, was foaled in 1833, 
got by Langar, out of Olympia (the dam of Stockport, Epirus, <tc.) 
by Sir Oliver, her dam Scolilla by Anvil, out of Scota by Eclipse, 
die., will be ready for marcs during the season at 10 gs. each, and 
one guinea to the groom. As I gave at whole lengths his grand 
performances in the years 1835 and 1836 last season, 1 have only 
here to mention that Elis is the sire of Lucy Banks, Passion, 
Valetta, Vilula,jTesane filly, Cornopean, &c. It is remarkable 
hat the fillies by Elis have been incomparably superior in the 
Racing World to the colts. The Hon. Sidney Herbert has a very 
ikely colt by Elis, out of Delightful, and, if all I hear be correct, 

1 may venture to advise my friends not to hesitate when 50 to 1 is 
iffered against his winning the Derby; he is in training with 
?ercy at Pimperne. When I was last at Wilton (in November) 1 
•aw many very promising yearlings by Elis, most of whom carried 
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the sire’s likeness with them. There is very excellent accommo- r 
dations for mares, loose boxes, &c., at Willesdon Paddocks, at 10s. 
a week for barren mares, and 12s. for mares and foals. 

Mr. Sadler, of Stockbridge, has Venison, Sea-horse, and The 
Mule for the season, Defence being “let out” 

Venison, a bay horse, foaled in 1833, got by Partisan, out of 
Fawn, &c., was one of the gamest animals that ever carried pig¬ 
skin. His wonderful exploits in 1836 will long be remembered ; 
and in the following year he won the Portland Handicap from a 
capital handicap field in the most brilliant style. A Hampshire 
friend writes to inform me that the stock of Venison are “ superb.” 
The price of covering has been doubled since last year, it being 
now 20 gs. each mare, and one guinea to the groom. Venison is 
the sire of many superior runners, and notwithstanding the ad¬ 
vance in price, 1 am told that many first-rate mares are engaged 
to him. The Ugly Buck, now first favorite for the Derby, no 
doubt was the cause of Venison’s “ advancementnevertheless 
he has other weighty claims for public patronage, and will no 
doubt prove “good property” to my worthy friend Mr. Isaac 
Sadler. 

Sea-horse, foaled in 1839, a fine brown horse, got by Camel, out 
of Seabreeze by Paulowitz, <fcc., covers at 5 gs. each marc, and 
5s. the groom ; half-bred mares at 3 gs. Sea-horse ran very re¬ 
spectably : in the Second Spring Meeting he won the Rowley 
Mile Plate ; ran well up in the Derby at Epsom : ran a splendid 
second to Envov for the Drawing Room Stakes at Goodwood; 
won £140 at Wolverhampton; and concluded his racing career 
by running a good second to Blue Bonnet for the St. Leger at Don¬ 
caster. 

The Mule is advertised to be sold or let for the season. He 
was foaled in 1839, got by Camel, out of Temper by Defence, out 
of Tears, <tc. He is a very handsome black horse, standing 
fifteen hands three inches high, and would make a capital Stallion 
to travel the country. At two years old he won £210 at the Hip¬ 
podrome, beating a strong field. Apply' to Mr. Sadler, Stockbridge, 
lor price and other particulars. 

My old friend and favorite Defence, by Whalebone, out of De- 
ficnce by Rubens, has been ousted bv Venison, and is now to be 
met with at Cheltenham, where he will receive mares at 10 gs. 
each. Defence was foaled in 1821, and is the sire of a large num¬ 
ber of very excellent sons and daughters. He was a very good 
runner in his day, and, although now quite blind, is as vigorous as 
u live-year-old. » 

Wintuniun will be found "far North," at Dalkeith Park Stables, 
six miles from Edinburgh. Thorough-bred mares 10 gs., hall-bred 
mares 5 gs., groom’s fee, 5s. Wintonian was foaled in 1834, got 
by Camel, out of Monimia by Muley; he is own brother to Hester 
(the dam of Chatham, Murat, and Zenobia); also to Wapiti (the 
winner of the Havant and Molecombe Stakes at Goodwood 1838; 
she likewise won two rich Produce Stakes of 100 sovs. each at 
the same Meeting). For the information of our Northern breeders 
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I will just give Wintonian’s two-year-old performances : won 290 
sovs. at Winchester, beating King of Clubs, Bullbridge, a Reveller 
filly, a Defence coft, Magic, and Magnet; also 450 sovs. at Good- 
wood, beating a Muley colt out of Anna, Oddums, and Sister to 
Delightful; ran second to Egeria at Newmarket First October 
Meeting; and won Fifty Pounds in the Second October Meeting, 
beating filly by Langar out of Isabel, Gauntlet, colt out of Petu¬ 
lance, Miss Sophia, filly by Sultan, out of Fille de Joie, Morison, 
Virago, George, and Fanchon. Wintonian was a good favorite 
for the Derby, but went amiss and did not start. From the extra¬ 
ordinary lowness of tjie price of serving mares, and the popularity 
of his blood, Wintonian is certain of a good supply of mares. 

Johnny Boy (own Brother to Tomboy) will serve mares during 
the season at his owner’s, Mr. A. Chester, the Reindeer Inn, 
Wheeler Gate, Nottingham, from Saturday till Monday in each 
week. Johnny Boy was the rwinner of the first premium of 30 
sovs. as the best Stallion at the Royal Agricultural Society’s All 
England Show held at Derby last year: he stands sixteen hands 
high, has immense bone and substance, with fine symmetry, was 
got by Jerry (winner of the St. rLeger in 1824), out of Bee’s-wing’s 
dam, and has proved himself a sure foal-getter. Tomboy (dead) 
was the sire of Nutwith, winner of the St. Leger last year, as 
well as of many others of racing note of the present day. Johnny 
Boy was foaled in 1836, and is, 1 believe, the only Stallion now' 
covering that has the pure blood of Tomboy and Bee’s-wing com¬ 
bined. Thorough-bred mares at 10 gs. each, and 10s. to the 
groom ; half-bred mares at 3 gs. and 2s. Gd. to the groom. 

At Bonehill Farm, near Fazeley, and only one mile from Tam- 
worth, where there is a station on the Birmingham and Derby 
Railway, there are two stallions standing, namely Col wick and 
Drayton. 

Col wick is a brown horse, w f as foaled in 1828, got by Filho da 
Puta (winner of the St. Leger in 1815), out of Stella by Sir Oliver, 
her dam Scotilla by Anvil—Scota by Eclipse. Stella was the 
dam of those celebrated horses, Peter Lely, Independence, and 
Linnet, and was own Sister to Olympia, the dam of Elis (winner 
of the St. Leger in 1836), Epirus, Stockport, and Kite (the dam 
ol Vulture). The blood of Colwick is of the most aristocratic 
nature, and as a runner he often performed well, having defeated 
the following horses in good form: Perseverance, Belshazzar, Her 
Highness, Sir John, Clarissa, Traveller,, arrd many others. Col¬ 
wick is a rich dark brown w ithout whim siands fifteen hands three 
inches high, has excellent legs and fee'r, and is perfectly sound. 
The price of covering is lOgs. thoroughbred, ami 3gs. half-bred. 
I may here mention that Colwick is supposed equally calculated to 
get race horses and hunters, inasmuch as most of Lord Exeter’s 
best racing mares were put to him last season, and he has been 
selected by Sir Tatton Sykes for his valuable hunting brood mares, 
two of the largest breeding establishments for the Turf and Field. 
Colwick is the sire of,Attila, winner of the Derby 1842. 

Drayton, a dark brown horse, foaled in 1837, got by the cele- 
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brated Muley out of Prima Donna by Soothsayer, her dam Tippity- 
witchet by Waxy, out of Hare by Sweetbriar, &c. Drayton’s 
terms are similar to Colwick’s, and as he is one of the finest ani¬ 
mals that ever looked through a bridle, I have little doubt that his 
fame as a Stallion will progress. As regards these horses every 
information—if further be required—may be had on application to 
Mr. Edward Ward, Bonehill Farm, near Fazeley. Hay and corn 
on the usual terms, also boxes for mares and foals. 

Glyeon , by Physician, out of a Soothsayer mare, her dam by De¬ 
ceiver, grandam by Dragon, out of Queen Mab by Eclipse, covers 
during the season at Hadley, near Whitchurch, Salop. He is a 
dark brown horse without white, seven years old, stands fifteen 
hands three inches, and is a remarkably strong, healthy, active, 
and blood-like horse. The terms are moderate, and may be known 
on applyinguo Mr. William Hassall, of Hadley, i am not aware 
that Glyeon ever distinguished himself as a racer. 

I pick my horses as they come without favor or affection, and 
now name Sir Isaac, who may be found at Yardley, near Birming¬ 
ham. 

Sir Isaac was got by Camel out of Arachne (the dam of Indus¬ 
try, winner of the Oaks in 1838) by Filho da Pula. With such a 
pedigree it would indeed appear strange if this horse does not get 
many good mares. He is a brown without white, with great power, 
and quite sound- Any other questions will be answered on 
applying to Mr. Holloway, Yardley, near Birmingham. Price, 
lOgs. thorough-bred, and 3gs. half-bred mares. 

Epirus (own Brother to Elis) remains at Mr. T. B. Potter’s Farm, 
Pilslord, near Nactliyimpton,, where mares maybe sent to him at 
lOgs. thorough-bred, and Ig. to the groom; half-breds 3gs., and 
5s. to the groom. Every accommodation will be found for the re¬ 
ception of mares and foals on very moderate terms. The few 
foals that l have seen of Epirus’s get are very promising. For 
pedigree look to Elis. I never was a great admirer of Epirus as 
a racer, but his blood is a sufficient passport to procure him a to¬ 
lerable supply of fancy mares. 

Gilbert Gurney and Gameboy are to be met with at Mount Plea¬ 
sant, Old Warden, Bedfordshire. 

- Gilbert Gurney was foaled in 1835, got by Muley, out of Miss 
Orville, &c.; he is a chcsnut horse, sixteen hands high, with 
plenty of substance.- He proved himself a moderate racer, al¬ 
though on more than one occasion ho was backed heavily to win 
in Handicap races by his clever party. The price of covering is 
5gs. thorough, and 3gs, half-bred mares. 1 would most decidedly 
prefer sending a mare to Gameboy than to his companion, lor 
Gameboy ran most respectably if not quite in first-rate form. 

Gameboy was foaled in 1820, got by Octavian out of a St. George’s 
mare, icon eighteen times. He is a ehesnut horse, and very hand¬ 
some. Price, Ogs. thorough, and 2Ags. half-bred mares. Those 
who have roomy half-bred marcs might send to Gameboy with 
every prospect of having a good and useful produce at an extraor- 
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ilinary low rate. Further particulars may be known by applying 
to Morgan the groom. 

That magnificent stallion, Hetman Platoff, covers this season at 
Tickell Castle Farm, near Rotherham, 1 orkshire. He is eight 
years of age, being foaled in 1836 ; he was got by the stout-run¬ 
ning Brutandorf out of a Comus mare (the dam of Don John, &c.) 
Hetman Platoff is a beautiful brown bay, with fine temper and ex¬ 
cellent constitution, and his running in 1839 and 1840 will be long 
remembered by those who frequented the principal Race Meetings 
in those years. Hetman had a strong band of friends, who backed 
him heavily for the St. Leger, and I am of opinion that if the 
horse had been allowed to run he would have beaten Charles the 
Twelfth, Euclid, and any other three-year-old of his year. At 
four years old his deeds were truly wonderful, and 1 hesitate 
not to state that Hetman Platoff was decidedly the best four-year- 
old since the splendid running Camarine in 1832. The figure is 
15gs. each mare. Hetman Platoff has proved himself a certain 
l’oal getter, and those that I have seen carry the good old-fashioned 
head of Brutandorf. Mr. Sidney Herbert has a very promising 
yearling got by the “ horse that ought to have won the St. Leger 


Jerecd, the flying two-year-old of 1836 (then the property of 
Col. Anson, and trained by John Scott) is now to be found at Mr. 
J. Painter's stables, Dean’s Hill, near Stafford, where he will serve 
mares at 15gs. each. Jereed was foaled in 1836, got by Sultan, 
out of My Lady by Comus, out of The Colonel’s dam. From the 
extraordinary ease with which Jereed won his two-year-old en¬ 
gagements, and knowing him’ to be under the able management of 
Scott, it is not to be wondered at the public of that year (1837) 
backing him so heavily to win the Derby. It is true that the am- 
mal'was sent to Epsom, equally so that he went amiss shortly 
after his arrival and did not start, thereby throwing scores “ over 
the left.” Jereed is a very fine horse, and is the sire of the follow¬ 
ing “ respectables —Greatheart, Gamecock, Parthian, Philip (all 
made responsible for large sums in the last Derby market), Ains- 
worth.JBeadsman, Judex, What, and Imauin—the latter a good out¬ 
sider in the coming Derby, and a very likely three-year-old to pay 
his way ; please to remember that! 

That gamestof alljgamc animals, Little lle<l Rover, is stationed 
at Greywell Hill, near Oldham, Hampshire, where he will be hap¬ 
py to sec mares at 5 sovs. each, and 10s. to the grooui. Little Red 
Rover was foaled in 1627, got by the famous Tramp out of an own 
Sister to Doctor Syntax by Pavnator, &c. After running socond 
to The Mummer at two years old at Ascot, Little Red Rover won 
a Handicap Stakes at Newmarket for three-year-olds, and was 
fancied by those clever men Messrs. Ridsdale and Gully, who 
backed bun to win the Derby at long odds, to net them close upon 
£100,000 ! Every one knows that the game little horse ran second 
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: OF A FOX-HOUND. 

to Priam, beating a very strong Field of the best horses that any 
year lias produced for the “ race of all races.” The stock of Lit¬ 
tle Red Rover are very racing-like, and of goodly size, and several, 
the pro duce of half-bred mares, have made splendid hunters. 


LIFE OF A FOX-HOUND, DICTATED BY IlLMSELF. 
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Continued from the April 1 VvmiW, page 219 


An event lias occurred in this country, which places beyond all 
dispute the correctness of our friend “ Forester’s” theory. I took 
up the Bedford Paper this morning, and found in it the description 
of a run with the Oakley Hounds, of which I had heard much, but 
was never correctly informed of the particulars. The description 
of it in that paper places it far beyond any run that has occurred 
in this county lor many, many years. I was so delighted with it 
that I blew the horn for the old Gentleman, who came galloping 
up. “ What’s the matter ?” said he.—“ Come in, and sit down,” 
said I, “and I will read you a run tliat will make the eyes flv out 
of your head with delight. You know Wootton Wood,” continued 
I, “ where this run is stated to commence ; but F-ain informed it 
was at Wootton Bone, which, you know, is a mile further from 
where lie was found, and went up to Wootton Wood.” I then 
commenced reading it, and as I described the diflerent coverts, he 
kept exclaiming, “ Good Heavens! gracious powers! capital!” 
but when l finished with this sentence, “ There was onli/ one cast 
made throughout the whole run," his joy knew no bounds. He 
danced round the room like a kitten. At length he said seriously, 
“ Surely this is ‘ confirmation strong as proofs of Holy Writ’ that 
we can best account for a fox when not interfered with.”—“ But,” 
said I, “may not that opinion be carried too far l "—“ When we 
come on the subject of scent," said he, “ l will shew you where it 
may be and is carried too far. But did you read that several hor¬ 
ses died —“Yes,” said 1.—“Why, Monday was not a warm 
dav: the country is not deep, nor are the horses short of work : it 
must therefore have been the severity of the pace that beat the 
horses; and when you say the distance was done in two hours, 
the pace must have been awful m the extreme. Take it from 
within half a mile of Biggleswade to Wootton Bone, it is, as the 
crow flies, not less than sixteen miles: from Biggleswade to Girt- 
ford Wharf not less than three more; thence back again, and to 
My Lord Ongley’s three more, making the distance at the least 
twenty-two miles. Now, any horse that carried a fair hunting 
weight through that run has done his work for tilts season, and 
ought not to be called upon to do any more. It is said m one 
paper that about thirty lunched at Ills Lordship’s hospitable board : 
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why, if three thousand horses had started, and tried to keep pace 
with the hounds during this most glorious run, there would not 
have been thirty at the finish ; for I maintain that nothing short of 
a powerful thorough-bred horse in racing condition could have 
lived at the pace. Nimrod, in his never-to-be-forgotten Ashby 
Pasture run, makes Sir James Musgrave exclaim, looking at his 
watch, ‘ Just ten miles as the crow flies over the finest country in 
the world and he might have added, with the best men and the 
best horses in it, 4 in one hour and ten minutes' Allowing him to 
be a good judge of a horse and of pace, and he makes such men 
and horses do only ten miles in an hour and ten minutes, how 
comes it that out of a small Bedfordshire Field, here are thirty 
up, after going eleven miles an hour for two hours ? There must 
be some mistake in the time, for there is none in the distance. I 
can only account for it by seeing, that from the fox first passing the 
front of My Lord Ongley’s mansion, he ran a ring of six or seven 
miles before he was killed at the back of it, and the tail horses 
and Macadamites might have met them ooming back after their 
horses had recovered their wind ; and still further to confirm your 
opinion, I understand the fox did not wait to be found, but was 
gone, and the Huntsman, with only two or three others, heard a 
halloo, and clapped them to it, so that for the first fifty minutes 
there was nobody near them, and the hounds had a full scope for 
all their natural talents. There is no doubt also but he was a 
Warden fox, having been twice before run frorh that country to¬ 
wards Wootton. As Warden parish adjoins this, and I have 
known for the last thirty years that no French blood has been im¬ 
ported into it; they had before them ‘ a fine old English Gentle¬ 
man, one df the olden sort. Taken altogether it was a most splen¬ 
did rqn, of which the Oakley Field may justly be proud : therefore 
I say, Glory be to Mr. Magniac and his huntsman ! the first for 
procuring so good a pack of hounds, and the second for thinking, 
what all huntsmen ought to think, that their hounds know how to 
kill a fox better than they do.” 

Now (said he), if you please, we will continue my history. I 
believe I left ofi' with killing the first cub in the second morning's 
cub-hunting. It was then decided to try to get hold of another 
in the Lower Wood, which, after an hour and a hall strong work, 
we managed to do. As there is so great similarity in hunting cubs, 
a description of them would be tedious; suffice it to sav, that as , 
there were lots of them in the country we were worked very hard 
at them. We killed sufficient to alarm those that were left, and 
to give them to understand that if they meant to savo their 
lives they must be off as quick as possible, for there would bo no 
peace for them in covert. If you ask me which has been the 
most hhppy period of my life, 1 unhesitatingly answer, the last 
fortnight in October in that season. We had no large noisy Fields 
to bother and confuse us; we became acquainted with the men, 
and their different halloos; we found out which of our own num¬ 
ber w as to be trusted, and which not. Our venerable Governor 
was frequently present to keep all steady, and we felt, what all 
vol. xv. 38 
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hounds ought to feel, that when we found a fox, if there was any¬ 
thin* of a scent, and anything like luck, he was sure to die. We 
had killed eighteen brace of cubs and one old dog fox, when the 
month of November arrived that was to put a new face upon our 
transaction altogether. There was one tragical event that had 
a great effect upon us youngsters. A young hound called Random, 
who, although he had attended all the drills where w r e had been 
awed from hare and deer, whenever he got a chance at a hare in 
the middle of the covert could not resist having a shy at her. Al¬ 
though he had been severely punished, if he thought the \\ hips 
could not get at him he would persist in his riot. The old hounds 
reasoned with him, and told him the consequence if he persisted, 
but the scent of a hare was so grateful to him he could not resist 
it. Towards the latter end of October, the Earl heard him one 
morning making more noise than usual; and, seeing that he would 
not stop for a rale, said, .“ That puppy is incorrigible, put him away.” 

As he was a fine light-hearted handsome hound he was a great 
favorite with L—t (as indeed he was with all of us), who said, 

“ I think, My Lord, after another trial or two we shall cure him.” 

—“ He ought to have been cured before now ; if he is not removed, 
he will make many others as bad as himself, and you know 1 de¬ 
test a noisy hound. I wish them all to be so strict that if any 
hound speaks in covert, you shall be able to swear that's a fox, 
and cheer him. What are you four or five fellows kept for but to 
bring out a perfect pack of fox-liounds 1 and that you will never 
do if you keep even for a short time in your kennel such a noisy 
wretch, l.have told you repeatedly, and I tell you again, that 
there is no vice in a hound so dangerous and contagious as bab¬ 
bling!” There was no appeal against this mandate, end when 
we arrived at the kennel the boiler catne in, putting a rope round 
poor Random’s neck, led him out for execution. Poor fellow ! 
his fate cast a gloom over the whole kennel, and made a deep im¬ 
pression on us youngsters. The old ones lectured us severely 
upon being attentive and obedient to those who are put in authority 
over us. We were spared one misery, that of seeing the end of 
him, for we have not yet arrived at that callosity of feeling that 
you human brutes have, which induces thousands of you to travel 
miles to see a poor devil suffer the last penalty of the law. 

At length (continued Forester) the third day of November arrived, 
and with it the first fixture for regular hunting. The men turned 
out in new coats, and mounted on very different horses we 
had been accustomed to. gave us young ones an idea we were in 
for something particular. The old ones, as we were jogging 
along, said, “ Now, young gentlemen, mind wliat you are about to¬ 
day ; you will see a Field that will astonish you ; and if you are 
not as quick as lightning, you will have twenty horses go over 
you, and very few bones in your skin but will be broken.” I can¬ 
not just now recollect the name of the covert, but we met on a hill 
a short distance from it, and what a sight burst upon our view ! 
At least 250 men, splendidly attired and mounted on the most 
beautiful horses in the world, gave an indescribable grandeur and 
sublimity to the scene. We stood trambling with anxiety “ li ke 
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greyhounds in the slips,” till the office was given, and we cantered 
about a quarter of a mile to a patch of 'gorse on the same line of 
hill, and into it we dashed as if it had been only an osier holt. 
The whimpering in various parts showed there was more than 
one fox in it. Very soon little Charmer’s well-known squeak, 
backed up by Dreadnought’s thundering roar, fetched a cheer from 
L—t that brought all the watches out of the pockets : “ five mi¬ 
nutes past eleven ” was the remark. We ran two or three rings 
round it, and there was evidently a leash on foot. “ Now, Gen¬ 
tlemen,” said the Colonel, “ be kind enough to move away from 
this side, or we shall probably chop one of these, and we cannot 
afford to lose one in this fine country.” He was obeyed, and 
obeyed he will be, and ought to be. About two minutes after, out 
came a fine lengthy fox, as bright and as cleanly as if just let out 
of a band-box, with a brush two feet long, and a tag at the end 
white as the driven snow. As he went with it borne above his 
back, and his head up, lashing down the field, “ Oh, what a fine 
fellow !” was the general exclamation. L—t “ viewed” him, and, 
blowing away, waited till he had with him about two-thirds of us. 
He then cantered up to the line, when, oh horrible ! we all flashed 
over it. One or two of the old ones touched it, flew back, and 
took it up, and speaking to it, we soon joined them, and now to 
our grief we found we had a very bad scent. He held on to the 
bottom hedge, where he saw him go through; we carried it into 
the next unstained field, but could not, although so near him, get 
on : we were obliged to stop and feel for it. The Earl, seeing 
this, cantered up to L—t, and said, “ it is now very evident the 
hounds can do nothing; they have had a good chance and a fair 
trial : let us see what you can do.” When he got to the top of 
the hill, he threw his strong eye forward, which would embrace a 
whole parish, and seeing a hat up a mile forward, took out hjs 
horn, and, as we were off our noses, flew with us to the signal, 
we were told under the hedge-side, to the top of the hill, whence 
looking forward, he saw some bullocks evidently hunting him, and 
the sheep in the next field running. He ventured on a bold spec, 
and. as he was going, said to William, “ 1 hit beyond the^sheep, 
get forward as fast as you can on the other side of the covert he 
is pointing for, and as soon as he comes out crack your whip and 
head him short back up the wind ; then come to the corner of the 
covert, and hold your cap up : I’ll look out for you, and when 1 hold 
mine up to you, get back as fast as you can, and hold him in.” 
When we got beyond the sheep, we hit it, ami found it improving; 
carried it rather slowly over two or three fields pointing for the 
covert, when round the corner came William, up went his cap, 
and up went L—t’s in reply. As he knew better than to make a 
noise up wind of him, he capped us on to the other side, when 
William sung out about ten yards to the right of the gate; we 
were soon there, and telling George to go to the upper side and 
not let him go away, he found ihe scent every minute improving. 
* Now, my boy,” says L—t, “ we will give you a twenty minutes 
owelling that shall open your pores and mouth too;” and we did 
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press him most unmercifully. “ Mind you don’t change, L—t,” 
said the Earl.—“ No fear of that, My Lord; they were pheasant¬ 
shooting here yesterday.” 

The day had altered much for the better, and I do not know 
whenever I enjoyed a scent more. L—t, viewing him over a rack 
way pretty well blown, touched his cap to the Colonel, and said, 
t “I think-, Sir, we may now venture to let him go: he has been 
running the outside of the covert lately, evidently wishing to get 
away, and if he finds,he cannot do so, he will pop into some of 
these rabbit-holes.” He Went to the upper end of the covert, and 
motioning the Field away, left him an opening, of which, when he 
came round again, he gladly availed himself, and out he came ; 
but how different from the proud and lofty bearing with which he 
*" left the gorse! L—t “ viewed” him away; exclaimed, “Now, 
young gentleman, you will not be in quite such a hurry: I mean 
to be with you.” As we had been running so hard in covert, we 
were getting rather chokey : the old ones said, “ Keep on, we 
6hall have the Smite in another field or two, where we can get a 
cooling plunge.” We did so';/ and a farmer having turned him up 
• wind, we did shove him along for thirty minutes most cruelly. 
The Colonel, who made for a bridge over a brook, said to George, 
“ What are those crows nobbing of ? Keep your eye forward over 
the barley stubble.” He did so, and presently exclaimed, “Tallv- 
ho ! he is going over the corner of it.”—“ Then go on ; you have 
got the wind of them, and halloo them forward to it. L—t cannot 
get over there.” The hounds flew to the “halloo,” and going to it 
struck the line, which the Colonel perceiving, cried out, “ Hold 
hard, George ! They have got it; let them alone now.” We 
pressed him forward to some thick hedgerows and little spinnies, 
which he began to thread, and running short, L—t viewed him at 
the top, but prudently held his tongue, as the old ones were pres¬ 
sing and threading the covert after him, and quite near enough. 
At that moment, a violent screaming and hallqoing burst out be¬ 
hind us. “ Let them alone,” said the Earl; “ never mind that 
noise ; they cannot be on better terms.” 

William now came up with lour couples of hounds ; “ What 
was all that noise behind ?” said the Earl.—“ A Fresh fox, My 
Lord, and 1 have stopped and brought back the hounds that were 
at him. Pray, My Lord, send L—t to stop the Field, and don’t 
let them get up wind Of this, for if they heaikhim back on their foil, 
and another fox up, we shall be halloo'd to that, and lose ours.” 
We drove him through all the little coverts till he came to the last, 
from which he was obliged to fly, and came out at the top in view 
of us all, and ran round the corner of some farm-buildir.gs, where, 
when L—t came, he stopped, and stopped the Field. As we were 
high on our mettle, of course we Hashed forward enough ; but 
L—t, seeing that his pilots would not havq it, stood perfectly still, 
when old Richmond came back, and hit it up a low fagot stack, 
and, creeping up. he plunged his head into a hollow part of it, and 
dragged him out by the neck. When we had eaten him, the Earl 
said, “ L —t, you know'it is ray plan, when you do not act alto- 
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gether to my mind, to reprove you in private; and as I always 
wish to give honor to whom honor is due, I think it right to ap¬ 
plaud you in public whenever you make any display of genius. I 
must do you the justice to say, that I have seldom seen a fox 
more satisfactorily killed than this to-day. While the scent was 
bad, and your fox evidently getting away from you, you pressed 
on your hounds,*and kept near enough to avail yourself of any 
favorable circumstance: you displayed a sound judgment in send¬ 
ing William forward to hold him in tbe covert; and although in 
general I dislike bullying a fox, and killing him in a manner un¬ 
becoming a Sportsman, yet a strong fox, with so many chances in 
his favor, would have run vou out of scent. Fortunately there 
was a better scent in covert than out, and you badgered him long 
enough to reduce him, if 1 may use such a term, to your own 
weight. Vou then let him out, and his going up wind was a lucky 
turn in your favor. On that 1 congratulate you, and I always re¬ 
joice to see a huntsman have such a chance, for if they did not 
now and then, 1 don’t know who would be a huntsman, as, Heaven 
knows, they have difficulties enough to encounter. When you 
viewed him several times in the hedge-rows, you did not take your 
hounds off their noses, or lift them to him, and you found they 
kept much nearer to him than if you had got their heads up : but 
what delighted me more than all was, when you viewed him round 
the barn corner, you went there, and no further. You saw my old 
favorites would not believe it was forward: you waited patiently 
till they came back, and the result was a glorious finish. To mark 
my high opinion of your conduct on that occasion, I present you 
with the horse you have ridden cub-hunting, of which you will 
have no difficulty in making £20.” L—t, pulling off his cap, very 
respectfully thanked His Lordship, and turned his head towards 
home. 

Some of the Field asked His Lordship, as it was only two 
o’clock, if he would not try for another ? “ Certainly not,” said 

he ; “ I have a duty to perform to my hounds: they have killed 
this fox well, and they will go home satisfied. We have been in 
luck with this, and may not be so with another, and it will undo 
all we have done ; neither will I forego the gratifying reflection 
on all our proceedings by risking another, besides we are twelve 
miles from our kennel.” 

“ You will admit then,” said I, “ that one of our tribe at least 
has displayed something like a little common sense.”—“ And that,” 
said he, “ may be attributed to the excellent education he had 
received under dur worthy.Master. Had he done, as many foolish 
huntsmen would have done, galloped on round the farm, followed 
by the whole Field, he would have got our heads up, and prevented 
us by the crowd from trying back, and our fox would have lain 
snug among the fagots, laughing at us. He prudently went no 
further than where he saw him lust; and the reason the Field 
obeyed him was, we had, on some previous occasions, when the 
Field had pressed upon us and improperly interfered, been sent 
home, and as no individual chooses to bear the odium of a whole 
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Field for spoiling the day’s sport, rather than risk it, they pulled 
up. If Masters would'now and then send the hounds home, it 
would be a great check on the hasty ones.” 

“I admire,” said I, “the candor of the Earl in giving L—t the 
whole credit of killing his fox : for I have seen some Masters who 
always take the credit of killing to themselves, and throw the 
blame of losing him on the huntsman, who in his turn throws it 
onmre friend, who throws it again on another), till the fox is lost, 
amT nobody to blame. 1 have always remarked, if you meet men 
returning from hunting, and you put the usual question, ‘ What 
aport^rthe answer invariably is, 4 a very pretty thing, but they lost 
atmrf or, ‘a very good forty minutes, and we killed him.’ It is 
always, they lost him, or ice killed him, and perhaps we had as 
much to do with it as the two flies on a stage-coach, who said to 
each other, 4 Lord what a dust we do kick up !’ Although, like 
yourself, I have a most contemptible opinion of the human under¬ 
standing, yet I have occasionally met with instances of such quick¬ 
ness and acumen that have excited my admiration. I remember 
to have read an anecdote of Sergeant Vaughan, with which I was 
particularly struck, and which, with all your fastidiousness, l think 
you must applaud. Whenever the Sergeant went the Circuit, as 
often as he could he rode on the outside of the stage-coach. Being 1 
once on a journey to Chelmsford, as usual on the outside, the coach 
stopped and took up a very respectable looking man, who also got 
up outside aud seated himself bv the side of the Sergeant, who 
with a sort of American curiosity asked him where he was going ? 
— 4 Why, Sir,’ said he, 4 1 am going upon a very unfortunate busi¬ 
ness : my brother, a very industrious man, keeps an inn at Chelms¬ 
ford, and, about three months ago, three Gentlemen came down by 
one of the coaches. After they had breakfasted, they sent for my 
brother into the room, and told him they had come down to buy 
corn at the market which was held on that day, but (said they) if 
we all go into the market as buyers, we think it will make the sel¬ 
lers shy. We have therefore agreed, that this Gentleman, pointing 
to one, shall buy for us all. We, therefore, place in your hands 
£250 each, with this injunction, that you will not part with it until 
all three of us come to demand it, anil you had better call in the 
waiter to witness that you have received it. They-then left ap¬ 
parently for the market: shortly after one ran back, and said, that 
they had altered their minds, and that each was going to buy on 
his own account, 14 so I will thank you for the money,’ which he 
very foolishly gave him, and he bolted with it. The other two 
have brought an action against him for the jL' 250 each which they 
deposited with him, and, poor fellow ! it has almost driven him 
out of his senses, for everybody tells him life must pj.y it.’— 4 \\ ell,’ 
said the Sergeh^it, 4 send your brother to mv lodgings : l am Ser¬ 
geant Vaughan.’ lie went, and stated his case as narrated. 
4 When is it set down lor trial —‘To-morrow,’ was the reply.— 
* Well, let it come on, and perhaps you will get belter out of it 
than you expect.’ The case came on ; the men swore positively 
to having placed the money with him, and to the injunction they 
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gave him, and which was supported by the testimony of the waiter. 
As the defendant was much esteemed in the town, a general gloom 
pervaded the Court, as there appeared no doubt but he must pay the 
j£500 ; when the Sergeant rose, and said, ‘ My Lord, and Gentle¬ 
men of the Jury, we admit that all the witilesses have sworn is 
perfectly correct, and you perceive 1 did not cross-examine any of 
them.’ Then looking at the plaintiffs, * you have sworn that we 
' were not to give up the money till all three came to demand it,’ 
and taking a great silk purse, which he had purposely crammed 
for the occasion, and placing it on the table, said, * there is the 
money; now wh^re is your third man?’ The whole Court rose, 
and clapping their hands, laughed at the two swindlers who had 
brought the action, and who had all the costs to pay.” 

. . ThistlEwhifpkr. 

London (Old) Sporting Magazine for Mafch, 1S44. 
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The Messrs. Weatherby, in their Book Calendar for 1843, 
just published, give the following very interesting tables :— 

TABLE I. 

Showing the amount run for in Great Britain in the undermentioned years. 
The winner’s stake is included in all the sweepstakes and in the matches run. 
* # * The public money comprises the Royal and other Plates, and ihe money 
added to sweepstakes. To this head properly belong ihe contributions by 
gentlemen who are not proprietors of rate horses, in th^-shape of subscrip. 
lions to stakes in the counties in which they are connected, and to the great 
handicaps, but in the following Tables these could not conveniently be sepa¬ 
rated from stakes in general. The amount of such contributions may be es¬ 
timated at not less than £4,000 per annum, on an average of the last three 
years. 

Matches. 


Years. 

1762 

1767 

1772 

1777 

1782 

1787 

1792 

1797 

1802 

1807 

1812 

1817 

1822 

1827 

1832 

J837 

1842 

1843 


Stakes. 

£22 500 
19,030 
33 310 
59,290 

44 200 
35.940 
59 010 
27 550 
25.590 

45 090 
81 110 
77.840 
83 920 

107 490 
118 500 
113 870 
125 520 
137,870 


Run. 
£26 160 
28 130 
103,030 
53 520 
43.160 

39 410 

40 580 
18 260 
30,040 
48 470- 
35,260 
19,140 
20.100 


Forfeits., 
£1.320 . 

3 000 . 

9.580 . 
6,780 . 
7,680 . 
4,160 . 

4 830 . 
3,380 . 

. 1,410 . 

5.580 . 
5,270 . 

1 980 , 

2 270 . 


20 900 . 4,000 

25 850 _ 2 830 

15 000 .... 2 220 

20,350 _ 2 440 

23,240 .... 3,820 


Public 

Money. 

£11,460 

13 330 

14 730 
16,800 
14,060 
14.910 
14 250 
13.920 
14 740 
16,810 
19 320 
16,710 
20,760 
26 180 
29 860 
38.110 
34 600 
34,060 


Total. 

£61 440 
63 490 
160 650 
136 390 
109 100 
94 420 
118,670 
63,110 
71.780 
115,950 
140 960 
115 670 
127 050 
158 570 
177,040 
169,200 
182 910 
188,990 
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TABLE II. 

Showing the number of places of sport, and the number of races of different 
kinds which have been ruu in the undermentioned years. 



Places 

of 

Sport. 
76 . 
91 . 
100 . 
97 . 
88 . 

87 . 
81 . 
76 . 
83 . 
85 . 
97 : 

88 . 
106 . 
126 . 
117 . 
138 . 
141 . 
136 . 


Matches 


Toni 

Number of 
Races. 

. 261 
. 377 

. 494 

648 
580 
602 
641 
543 
537 
782 
834 
721 
883 
1.079 
1.182 
1.141 
1,146 
1,218 


Sweep- 

stakes. 


Years 


Plates 


Run. Forfeits. 


TABLE III. 

Showing the number of horses of different ages that have run in the under 

mentioned years. 

Two Three Four 

year . Years. Years. Years. 


Total 


The following interesting statistical information respecting the 
time in which the St. Leger has been run ais far as can be ascer¬ 
tained, is published by “ Vales,” in the London “ Era”:— 

Tint -runt in which thb st. uukk has heb.n kun, as kak as can bk 

A8CKKT Al.NtD J. 
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Notes of tljc iltontl). 


MAY. 

Neir York Jockey Club. —At a meeting of the Club convened at this office 
on me 18th ultimo, the following new rules and regulations were unanimously 
adopted :— 

Residents of the city of New York and Long Island will not be admitted 
within tne enclosed space without paying $20 per annum N <n-Residente will 
eiijoy all the privileges ul the course upon tne pavirent of $5 tach meeting. 
Me in in rs of the Clot) (whose annual suhstr ption is $50.) and those paying $20 
per annum, will he admitted to every race coming otf over ihe co irse ournig 
the year. The Ladies’ $iand will be reserved exclusively for Members of the 
Clod, ihoir families, and Invited Guests. No person wni be permi'ted to dine 
with the Club unless invited and introduced by a ineinoer. The pri& of ad¬ 
mission upon the Gtand,Stand (covered) $1—to the Stand and Course, 50 cts. 
Field Stand, 25 cts. - 

Louisville Spring Races —We learn from the “ Daily Dime" of the 8th ul¬ 
timo, that Heiueotiu and Gr er’s stable, with Consol Jr. at its head, had arriv¬ 
ed a the Oakland Course from New Orleans. The startles of Messrs Kirk- 
man. Kenner, Bingamati, Duplantier, etc were daily expected. A m a ten lor 
$1000 a side, between the startles of Messrs Greer and Duplantier, is to come 
od during the ensuing meeting, which commences on the 3d of June. 

A r cur Jockey Club in Louisiana. —We learn with great pleasure, from the 
Baton R>uge Gazette," that a meeting of the most influential and wealthy 
planters in that parish was recently convened in that city for the formation of a 
Jockey C.ub. Here is the Secretary's report: — 

A meeting of a large number of citizens, favorable to the formation of a 
Jockey Club in the Par shvof East Baton Rouge, in the vicinity of the city of 
Baton Rouge, was held on the 22d March, 1844, Oh motion, 

Duct. U. F. Harney was called to the chair, and Capt. O. Cross was ap¬ 
pointed Secretary. 

Whereupon mi motion, it was resolved— 

That the President appoint a committee of three, to obtain subscriptions for 
the Jjckey Club, in the vicinity oi Baton Rouge, for the Parish of East Baton 
Rouge, two for the Parish of West Baton Rouge, and two for the Parish of 
Ioervide. 

Tne following gentlemen were then appointed on said committee. Messrs. 
Sostnene Allain, J B. Kleiupeter, anil J J. Odom, fur East Baton Rouge. J. 
McCalop, V. Leblanc, lor West Baton llouge. Col. J. Robertson ami David 
Chambers for Iberville 

Resolved—That those who shall subscribe and pav annually the sutn of 
twenty dollars or upwards, oe considered members of said Club, and that they 
meet at a time to be hereafter designated in the public papers for the purpose 
oC adopting rules and regulations, for the government of tlie Club. 

Resolved—That those who subscribe and pay annually, the sum of ten dol¬ 
lars, be admitted to the course during the meet'iig of the association free of 
charge, and that tne principles set lurih in the above rcsolutioua be embodied 
in the programme of ihe several subscription lists. 

Resolved—Tnat the Editors of the Baton Rouge Gazette ami Democratic 
Advocate, be reqots'ed to publish the proceedings ol this meeting. 

O. Cross, Secretary. U. F. Hak.nky, President. 

Willis Gaylord, Esq., the senior editor of “The Cultivator,” at Albany, 
died last week greatly regretted. 

vol. xv. t * 39 
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Sweepstakes of the Louisiana Association .—Several highly interesting 
stakes have hcen recently opened by the Association to come off within the 
ensuing three years, some of which promises to rival any stakes made up in 
the country fora long lime. The y Grymes Stake,” especially, has filled with 
nom nations of the most fashionable blood in the Union. It is to come off in 
the Spring of 1846, with colts and fifties fttaled in 42; there are twenty-three 
nominations ; subscription S30l> each, 8i00 ft., Two mile heats. The stake 
is named for the Hon. John Ji. Gevmes, the able and efficient President of 
the N. 0. Jockey Club. The first subscriber is the Hon. Balie Peyton, who 
nominates the 

Chesnut Filly by Eclipse, out of Trifle by Sir Charles '. and 
Cbesnut Coll by Boston, out of Atalanta by Industry ! 

There’s stock for you ! With such tools it is no wonder our Louis : ana friends 
cut it into the thirties, every pop! In the same stake Van Leer names a 
brother to Becl, and a brother to Pcytona ! Capt. Minor nominates an own 
brother to Sarah. Bladen, an own sister to Grey Eagle, and fillies by Glencoe 
and Pacific, out of the renowned Betsey Malone and Britannia ! Dcncan Yr 
Kenner nominates a sisientp Giantess, and a sister to Bude-Light; Maj. 
Ragland fillies by Othello and Eclipse, out of the darns of Saartin and Mary 
Thomas! The produce of Picayune, Angora, Susan Yandell, Fanny Wright, 
Hibernia, Wax-Light, Taglioni, and others, by Leviathan, Glencoe, &c., are 
also in nomination in “ the Grymes Stake." 

Jn another stake, for 3 yr. olds in '45, Three mile heats, Messrs. Kenner 
&. Boswell name Ha'penny by Birmingham, out of Picayune by Medoc, 
while Col Binuaman names La Bacchante by Imp. Glencoe, out of Tache- 
chara. These gentlemen have an inside slake of 81000, on their respective 
aominations. ( 

In other stakes we sec nominated a half-brother to Ambassador—an own 
Bister to Thornhill—an own brother to Pcytona—an own sister to Grey Eaglo 
—an own brother to Dart, etc. etc. 

Several of these fine stakes arc still open, as will be seen by reference to an 
advertisement in the “ Spirit." Nominations are to be addressed to Mr. 
Thus. E. Leefe, the Secretary of the La. Association, New Orleans. 

A’etc Orleans Rar.es. —They do contrive to “ pile up the agony ” at New 
Orleans, in the way of time, in a manner ranging from amazin io onkimmon ! 
No matter whether tb» burses are untried or Dot—no nutter how many start— 
no matter whether the weather is entirely favorable or not, yet day alter day, 
the horses “pop it into the thirties” just “like falling off a log!” Young 
things that were scarcely heard of before, we see making time that would he 
creditable in the highest degree to Fashion or Boston— provided the same 
weights were carried ! The performances of Post Boy, Grey Eagle, Trifle, 
Andrewetta, Lady Cliffden, Monarch, Baacombe, and others, “ the cracks of 
the day” of a few years since, sink into perfect insignificance, on paper, when 
compared with those made by the 3 and 4 yr. olds [!] at New Orleans ! Look 
at each report and it will be seen that not one horse only makes remarkable 
time in each race, but all the field run well up, a horse being rarely distanced no 
matter bow fast the time may be ! For example, look at the result of each 
day’s race at this meeting :— 

Four mile heats are run in 7:36i—7:42. Four start—none distanced. 

Three mile heals are run m 5:40fr—5:36 i_Tbne«tart—none dist. 

Two mile beats are run in 3:43i—3:42J. Five start—one dist. 

Mile beats are run in 1:51}—1:51. Five 6tart—one diet. 

Mile heats, best 3 in 6, in 1:47—1:48—1:4bJ—l:47—1 :.47. Four atari—none dist. 

Are all the horses running at New Orleans better than the choice of the very 
best ever bred in Virginia, the Garolmas, Georgia. Kentucky, Tennessee, Ala¬ 
bama and Mississippi, to aay nothing of New York and New Jerocy ! They 
may think so at New Orleans, but ptople elsewhere don't believe a word of H ! 
Indeed, the breeders and turfmen of other States do not accord to horses run¬ 
ning at New Orleans a tithe of the reputation they reallv merit! They look 
upon the system there, of ruuning four year old colts iu March and April witu 
86lbs. on their backs (thereby throwing off eighteen pounds!) as a regular hum- 
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bug ! Horses might as well ruu stark naked there for all the credit they get 
in making fast time. We are sorry to say so. but such is the fact, as very 
many South-we-tern turfmen well know, and if the owners of horses theie 
would consult their own interests, they would immediately change their system 

of weights. "- 

DEATH OF JOHN DOARDMAN, ESQ. 

It is with poignant regret that we learn by a note from the postmaster at 
Holly Springs, Miss., of the recent demise of one of our most gifted corres¬ 
pondents. Sir. B. removed to Mississippi a year or more since, from Hunts¬ 
ville, Ala., where he was connected with his brother, E. H. Boahokan. Esq., 
in breeding stock for the Turf. Mr. B., both before at.d after h:fc vsit to 
England, was a frequent and most acceptable correspondent oc the subjects to 
which his latter years have been almost exclusively devoted. Few have writ¬ 
ten so well un the different strains of English blood, ami of the systems of 
training and racing pursued in that country. Over the signature of " B.” 
(though he occasionally adopted others) he has, until wicoin the last few 
months, been a constant contributor to ihcse columns since 1836. His great 
practical experience and familiar acquaintance with the pedigrees and charac¬ 
teristics of different families of horses in England, as well as in this country, 
made his communications peculiarly valuable. Hu had the happy faculty of 
making himself understood by readers of all classes, and his essays were re¬ 
markable for their force, originality and good sense. In his last letter to us he 
spoke of his feeble 1 health, but said that should not prevent him from keeping 
up his correspondence wiih the “ Spiritthe perplexities and cares conse¬ 
quent up m establishing himself on a new plantation in Mississippi, were mani¬ 
fold, yet he hoped, in a short period, to be so settled, as to indulge in those 
congenial pursuits which had occupied so much of his valuable time and at¬ 
tention. Mr. B., like his brother, was a native of this State (or of Connecti¬ 
cut), and was educated here. Early in life, with several other enterprising 
young men, (including John Conally, Esq., a native of Pennsylvania, the 
breeder of John Bascombe and other good ones,) they established themselves 
in North Alabama, near Huntsville, where they “ won golden opinions from 
alt sorts of people,” by their industry, probity, and the faithful discharge of 
their public and private duties. The contributions of Mr B. to the Sporting 
Literature of the day will vie with the most valuable and interesting essays 
in the language. A great pumber of his essays on breeding, training, and 
kindred topics, have been adopted by our English contemporaries, while they 
have contributed in an eminent degree to the usefulness and interest of the 
“ Spirit” and the Turf Register.” Mr. B. leaves behind him a wide circle 
of friends to regret his loss, which is emphatically one of no ordinary charac¬ 
ter. To his surviving brother and other relatives we beg to tender the assur¬ 
ance of our sincerest sympathy under this bereavement. 

Georqe W. Cheatham, Esq., of Nashville, Tcnn., a breeder and turfman 
of ccfeority, died lately in that city, verv suddenly. Ambassador won the 
great Alabama Stake ae his nomination. His decease will awaken much sensi¬ 
bility at the present moment, from his connection with the tprf and ita interests. 
He was greatly esteemed, and his memory will be respected and cherished. 

Another Shining Light Gone Out !—We have omitted to notice until now, 
the recent demise of the Hon. Gabriel Duval, of Prince George's County, 
Maryland, in the 93d year of his age. This venerable man had been a member 
of the House of Representatives, Comptroller of the Treasury under Jefferson, 
and for neariy a quarter of a century associated wjt i Chief Justice Marshall on 
the bench of the Supreme Court of the United SAtes. For more than half a 
century Judge D. was connected with the Turf, and few gentlemen in ihe 
country were more familiar with “ the old Maryland blood,” and that of “ the 
Olden Time.” Within a few years he has done us the honor to address several 
communications to the “ Spirit,” on these subjects. 

John Ford, the celebrated Jockey—(he rode Grey Medoc in his race with 
Alton and Denizen)—is no more! He was in the employment of the Bro¬ 
thers Kirkman at the period of hi* death. Tom Moonkt, also, a rider of 
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scarce less repute also died lately in the South. We learn these facts from a 
Louisville correspondent. ' n 4 

SALE OF THE LATE MR. JACKSON’S STUD. 

A draft from the extensive breeding stud of the late James Jackson, Esq., 
of Florence, Ala. was sold at auction by his executors, on the 12th March, at 
New Orleans. The following returns of the sale are given m the “ Pica¬ 
yune — 

YEARLINGS. 

No. 1—Gr. c., brother to Reel snd Gracovienne, was sold to Mr. Hop¬ 
kins, for......................._.... $700 

No. 2—Ch. c., brother to Peytona, was sold to Mr. Hopkins for.. 760 

No. 3—Ch. c.. by Imp Glencoe, out of Tagliotn by Imp. Leviathan, g. d. 

Susan Hull by Tirroleon, g g. d. Harriet bv Sir Archv, g g. g d. 
bv Roanoke, the dam of Sir Charles and Mercury, was sold to Mr. 

Doplanner,'for ......... 210 

No. 4—B. c., by Itnp. Glencoe, out of Harriet by Sir Archv. g. d. by 
Roanoke, g. g. d. (the darn of Sir Charles), was sold to Mr. Adrien 

Fiere, for..... ..... 220 

No. 5—B c., by Imp. Glencoe, out of Imp. Refugee by Wanderer— 
grandam the Orville mare bred by the Duke of Quecnsbnry in 
1809—g. g darn the Alexander mare, dam of Selim ai.d Rubens, 

wss sold to Mr Minor, for...........__ 170 

No. 6—Ch. f., bv Imp. Glencoe, out of .Gas-light bv Imp. Leviathan,— 

Pigeon by Pacolet—Imp mare by Waxey, was sold to Mr. Hid- 
dleston, for . ....___....______ 300 

THREE YEAR OLDS. 

No. 7—Ch. f., by Imp. Glencoe, out of Extant by Imp. Leviathan, g. d. 

«. imp. Refugee, was sold to Dr. Mercer, for__ 170 

No. 8—B. c., bv Pacific, nut of an Imp. mare by Trevisias, g d. by Hap¬ 
hazard— Precip tale—Caleori—Camilla—Coquette, was sold to 
Gen. Lewis, lor_____ 200 

, FOUR YEAR OLDS. c 

No. 9—B. g., bv Imp. Glencoe, out of Imp. Eliza by Rubens,iwas sold 

to Mr. J. W. Slack, for................. 150 

No. 10—Gr. g , by Imp. Fop, out of Lisinska by Imp. Leviathan, was 

sold to Mr. Guernon fur..... 205 

No. 11—Ch. f. by Imp. St Giles, dam by Imp Leviathan (sister to Tag- 

lioni). was sold to Dr. Mercer for...... 155 

We learn ihat some Of the above are already nominated in the great *• Grymcs 
Stake," being just now of the proper age. 

J. B. Carter. Esq., of Nashville. Tenn., has purchased from Dr. John 
Shei.bv a tine Belshazzar cull, 4 yrs old, fur $500, for which h.e claims the 
name of Bledsoe. \ - 

Col. Metcai.pk, of Louisville, Kv , in connection with ex Governor Pc in¬ 
dexter. is going largely into the business of breeding thorougli-bred slock. 
They leave already a large number ot fashionably bred brood mares. 

- i 

Bonnets o' Blue foaled on the nighl of the 12th March, a brown colt (about 
Mariner's color,) bv Shadow, lie .s a colt cf line size and shape, and is named 
Lofty Bonnet- o' B ue is now with John Blount on Long Island. 

Wasn-'r's col s in Tenues.ce and Kentucky arc acknowledged to be as pro¬ 
mise g as those of auv horse in either Stale, lie remains another season at 
Gallatin, in the hands of Map Wyi.uk. 

1‘rium. i e sire ol so inauv winners, is to stand this season near N cshville, 
Tcnu , ai $50. He formerly studd at $150. He is now under the patronage 
ot Gen. "« G. Hirdino 

Maj. Geo. A. Wyllie. Of Gallatin, Trnn., claims the name of Yrte Bush for 
a 2 vr. old b. c. by Stockholder. Jam by Imp Leviathan. 

Col. Meicai.ke ami Gov. Hoinpkxtkh c laim the name of Little John, for 
their b c. bv Hickory John, dam bv imp. T mill" i vr*.: also that of Oakland 
Belle, lor their b. f. by Birmingham, dam by Brimmer, 3 yrs old 
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LOUISIANA ASSOCIATION SPRING RACES. 

ECLIPSE COURSE. 

We are indebted to the editors of the •* Picayune ” for the annexed report of 
the second meeting of the Louisiana Association, which commenced on Wed¬ 
nesday, the 6th March. We quote :— 

The races commenced yesterday, and we grieve to say, under auspices most 
unfavorable, so far as the weather was concerned. It rained during the nigut 
previous, but not violently. On the morning of the race, there was something 
like a prospect of a change, but before noon it turned into raioing again, and 
Heaven knows when it's going to stop. Nevertheless there was a good num¬ 
ber of amateurs on the ground, and the sport amply repaid them We feel 
bound to introduce the following brief report of the results of the running, 
with an acknowledgment of the manner in which Mr. Leefe had prepared the 
stands and the course itself for the meeting of the Association. Everything 
connected therewith gave indica ion of the most untiring application, and we 
feel assured that the Association could not have employed a more competent 
agent. 

Tne sport was made up of two aweep9takes. To the first there were four 
subscribers, and eacn nomination came to the post. Mr. Duplantier named old 
“Dsn Tucker,” and for once we can positively assert that that venerable and 
most respectable gentleman was not too Iste to comedo supper.” Yet he 
was not the favorite; Reverie, a filly by Imp. Aindertjy, had the call in the 
betting. Little money, however, was laid out any way. The only incident 
worituattcnding to in the race was the start for the second heat, when Monk 
was so exceedingly anxious to obtain a good place that it took a long while for 
them to gel away. The'President of the Association was determined that no 
advantage should be gained, and the start was what vuu may call •* pretty fur, 
considerin’.” The result of the race may be found in the summary. 

In the second stake, to which there were but three subscribers, one paid for¬ 
feit, thus reducing the race to a match between Pat. Gall wey and Consol Jr. 
Before the start, the first named was the favorite most decidedly. We heard 
two to one repeatedly offered and declined—so much had Pat’s great race on 
the Louisiana Course astounded all. We have full notes of the running but 
we shall probably do as much justice to the colts and all parties concerned by 
saying, in brief, that Consol Jr. won pretty handily. Pal. Gallwey cai.n »t run 
with him in the mud, supposing Pat. to have been right yest^rJay. Neither 
colt, however, was quite up to the mark. The only interesting point in the 
race was the struggle down the back stretch in the second heat. For a quar¬ 
ter of a mile they ran dead lucked—’iwas “ pull Dick, pull Devil,” but the 
Consol proved t.ie stouter, and won iu hand. Tho following summary best 
tells the story :— 

WEDNESDAY. March 6, 1844—Sweepstakes for 3yr. olds, (age takrn from Iff May.) 
colts Sblus., til lies b3lbs. Four subs, at $51) each, li. ft., with ♦SO added by the Asso¬ 
ciation. Mile heats. 

Fergus Dap sutler's ch. c. Daniel Tucker, by Imp. Belshazzar, d. bv Pulaski, .tfon*. 1 1 

Linnaeus Coen's hr. f. Ellen Walker, hy Imp. Consol, out ol Imp. Plenty by Emilius 4 3 
John II. French's br. f. Reverie, by Imp. Ainderby, out ol Belly Mail in by dies 

Scroggins----- 3 3 

W.S.Tyson’s (A Leconite As Co.’s) b. f. Laura, by Tar^um, out ol Sarah ly Imp. 

Sarpedon.....-.... 3 4 

Tlimi. 1:571-1:51). 

SAME DAY —Second Race— Sweepstakes lox 3 yr. olds, weights as before. Three subs, 
at $3(10 each. $I(JU fi. Two mile heats. 

'ileinsohn Ac Greer's br. c. Consol Junior, by Imp. Consol, out of Boardinan's Imp. 

4 Fillio da Puta m»re.... 1 1 

Duncan F. Kenner’s ch. c. Patrick II. Ilallwei/, hv Imp. Jordan, d hy Sliakspeare 3 3 
John H. French’s 0. f. Ann Hay, bv Imp. Leviathan, dam bv Pacific...... pd. ft. 

Time, 3:5s—4:03. Course tieavy. 

In consequence of the excessive inclemency of the weather, tho races have 
been postponed until Friday, but we have little expectation of aeetug them re- 
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-commence before three or four days. 

. in our columns. • - 


Of courae they will bo duly announced 


SECOND DAT. 

As well as we could judge, the knowing ones were rather taken aback by 
the result of to-day's race. It will be recollected that there were five entries 
for the purse, namely, Sally Shannon, Norma, Narine, Susan Hill, and Red 
Oak. Of these we should think Susan Hill was first, and Sally Snannon second 
favorite. The betting was light, however, none being so adventurous as to 
back any named nag even against the field. Y^e have but a few words to say 
of the race, but we should, perhaps, commence by saying that the weather was 
most delightful, and that, although the course was heavy in the morning, it was 
rather imcfoving until nightfall. 

Norma won the first heat in the race very mueh at her ease, although she did 
Dot take the lead till they had. gone about a mile and a quarter. Up to that 
point Susan Hill had led, unless m the first quarter, and she was very generally 
booked as a winner. Norma passed her handily, however, Btid then the arm 
seemed to be who should be the last. This distinction was awarded to Narine, 
but the order in which all hut Norena were placed depended upon the compara¬ 
tive strength of ihe jockeys in pulling up. The time of the heat was 4:02. 

In the second heat, after a deal of trouble to make a start, they got off, and 
Narine made the running fur a mile and a half, or thereabouts, wnen Sally 
Shannon challenged her. The bay filly was speedily shaken off, but renewed 
the struggle in corning home. She was beaten oil at length, however, although 
she looked vastly like a winner msi le the draw-gates. The others just dropped 
in, tjie time of the heat being 3:54. 

There was so little money bet, that it would be idle to sav bow the odds were 
after the second heat. Both Sally and S san had friends, however, who never 
dreamed of giving in. Tnere is no use of describing the heat. After running 
something more than a mile, Norma, who had been in a nice place in the rear, 
challenged for the lead, won it, and came home a winner in 3:50—remarkably 
fine nine for the state of the course. The following sommary best shows the 
result of the race, so far as the others are concerned :— 

SATURDAY, March 9—Jockey Club Purse *400, tree for all ages, (datingfrom 1st of 
Hay). 3 yr. olds to carry 86lbs.—4, 100—5, 110—6, 118—7 and upwards. I24iu»., allow¬ 
ing 3ibs. lo mares and geldings. Two mile heals. 

Capt. Wm. J. Minor’s ch. f. Norma, by L mg waist, out of Imp. Novelty by 

Blacklock,4 yrs ....-....-. French. 1 

Sewell T. Taylor’s n. f. Sully Shannon, by Woodpecker— Darnley’s dam. 4 yrs. 4 
Col. A. L. Hingaman's ch. c Rrd Dak. by Birmingham, dam by Rattler, 3 yrs .. 3 
Jas. K rkman's (Tbos. Kirkman’s) ch. rn. .Susan Hill, by Imp. Glencoe, out of 

Susan Mill by Timoleon, 5 yrs_...—....—- 2 

Fergus Duplautier's ch. I. .Vartnc, by Imp. Jordan, out ol Louismuaise, 3 yrs. 5 
Time, 4.09—3:54—3:S0. Course rather heavy. 


THIRD DAY. 

There were three entries for to-day’s race. Peytonawon in two heats with¬ 
out any great difficulty. The track was in much better order than one would 
have supposed from the late rains. Many spurting men were on the field ; in 
fact, it was altogether a very fine race. We give the following summary : — 
XM1R1) DAY, March 10—Jockey Clab Purse *600, conditions as before. Three mile 
toeals. 

TLoi. Kirkrnan’s ch. f. Ptytona, by Imp. Glencoe, out of Giantess by Imp. Levia¬ 
than, 4 yrs.u...... * 

Col. A. 1. iitugaman’s b. c. Ruffin, by Imp. Iledglord, out ol Duchess ot Marlbo¬ 
rough by Sir Areby, 3 yrs.J.-. * " 

Dune hi F. Kenner’s gr. (.It/ue llonnct , by Imp. lledglord, oat of Grey Fannv by 

Uertraud, 3 yrs;...-. 3 3 

Time, 5:50—5:541. 

MONDAY. March II. IHU.—Match. $40u a side. conditions as before. Mile heats. 
Lin. lloch’s b. c. Hardened Sinne r, by Imp. Philip, dam by Muster, 4 yrs....Ford. 1 l 

W. S. Tyson’s (A. Lecomle A Co.’s) b. f. Laura, by Tarquin, out ol Sarah by 

Imp Sarpedon, 3 yrs.-.- 2 2 

Time, 1 55 — 1:5S. Won handily. 

SAME DAY —Second Race .—Jockey Club Purse $1000, conditions as before. Four 
mile heats. 

Sewell T. Taylor’s b. f. Sally Shannon, by Woodpecker, out of Darnley’s dam, 

3 y r s...... Monk. 3 11 

Duncan F. Kenner’s cii. c. Pat. //. (InlUccy, by imp. Jordan, dam by Shakspeare, 

3 > rs.... 12 2 

Jas. Kirkman’s (Tlios. Kirkmari’s) gfr. f. Cracuvienne, by Imp. Glencoe, out of 

linp. Gallopade, 4 yrs,. . . 3 dllt - 

^ Time, 6.04—7:501—b 15. 
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We need not occopy our readers with a long description of the races of yes¬ 
terday. The match for $400 a side was won handily,and attracted little atten¬ 
tion. The race at Four mile beats was another affair. The belting commenc¬ 
ed at 100 to 50, and at Iasi increased to 100 to 40, and even 30 on the grey 
filly against the field. Betweeu Pat.Gallwey and Sally Shannon, the former 
vyas the favorite. Cracovienne went off with the lead, followed at a consider¬ 
able iuterval by Pat, Sally Shannou trailing. In this order, varying only ao far 
as to increase or diminish the distances between the different entries, they ran 
out three miles, Pat being then well up to the favorite. He.then set to work, 
and as they went into straight running on the back stretch, he passed Craco¬ 
vienne, and had the rest of the heat ail his own way, each of the tiHies pulling 
up as soon as they had passed the draw-gates. Cracovienne had been obaerved 
to falter in running the last mile, and in consequence Pat became first favorite 
at odds. 

The second heat was most gallantly contested between the favorite and Sally 
Shannon, the former, however, watching the grey so closely as to allow Sally 
to open a considerable gap upon him. He went to work upon entering the 
last mile of the heat, and came and came agaiu, rushing at the bay like a trump 
as be is, but she beat him with something in hand, while Cracovienne was pull¬ 
ed up nearly half a mile from the stand, and it was subsequently discovered 
that she had let down in her near fore leg. 

Though the betting was now nearly even between the other two, Pat had 
rather the rail, in consequence of the recollection of his great race on the 
Louisiana Course, where he made the best Three mile time ever ran in Ameri¬ 
ca. They went off beautifully for the third heat, and ran well 'ogeiher for two 
miles, Pat appearing, however, to have the advantage of the filly. Upon enter¬ 
ing the third mile Sally tackled him again, and agaiu seemed to be beaten off, 
though with difficulty ; but at about the half-mile post in this same third mile, 
the colt “ caved in,” and thence out the bay filly bad the race her own way, 
the last mile being'run in 2:17—quite the slowest in the race. 

We should slate that the course was by no means fast; in many places <t 
was decidedly heavy. The attendance was altogether respectable, aud a large “ 
number of ladies graced the stand by their presence. 

TUESDAY, Match 12—Jockey Club Purse $250, conditions as before. Mile heats 

best 3 in 5. 

Duncan F. Kenner's ch. m Aduella, by Imp. Glencoe, out of Giantess by Imp. 

Leviathan,5 >rs_...______ ChiteVtn. Ill 

Hon. Babe Peyton’s (J. G. Sltcgug’s) b. f. Ann //ays, by Imp. Leviathan, dam 

by Pacific, 3 yrs....... 2 2 2 

S. T. Tayicr's (Linnxus Curb's/ b. c. Vagrant, by imp. Trustee, out of Imp. 

Vaga, 4 yrs. 4 4 3 

N. Abram’s (B. Davis’s/ br. c. Little Trick, by Imp. Tranby—Diamond, 4 yrs... 3 3 4 

Time, 1:311-1:51-1:511. 

Aduelja was the favorite, and won the first two heats quite handily. In the 
third, Ann Hays put her up to everything she could do, arid had they had much 
further to go, might have beaten her. But it should be stated that a good deal 
had been taken from the mare in an effort to distance one of the cults in the 
first heat. 

NEW ORLEANS JOCKEY CLUB SPRING RACES. 

col. Oliver’s metairie gotiRSE. 

The “ Picayune” informs us that Col. Y. N. Oliver expended several hun¬ 
dred dollars in improving th s superb course before tho meeting commenced, 
(on the 13th March.) The beautiful shell road, too, on the bank of the canal 
—the principal approach to the course;-save by railroad—has been fenced, so 
that there is lees danger of a wet jacket than before, •* Every body knows.” 
saith the “ Pic.,” that “hitherto, notwithstanding all the precautions which 
have been taken to avoid accidents, there have been more than a few capsizes 
into the canal, which lies in a proximity too nice for young gentlemen who 
prefer in early entrance into town to the security cf their own persons. But 
we grieve to say that this same class of youth are tho best supporters of the 
Sports of the Turf, and that their pleasures in such matters should be con¬ 
sulted in preference to the opinion of more elderly turfmen. But we do not 
see how even their fun cau conflict with the prospect of sport." 
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The following gentlemen comprise the officers of the Club, connected with 
the Metairie Course :— 

Hon. Balie Peyton, President. j 

Col. Wm. Christy, I M. Rowzan, Esq. 

Col. A L. Bmgaman, | Wm. H. Avery, Esq.. 

James Kirkman, Esq., Secretary. Vice Presidents. 

• ■» ^ 

FIRST DAY. 

Quite to our disappointment, it rained yesterday, (Tuesday, 12th March,) 
with great violence, so that tne prospect of sport on the Metairie Course was 
very considerably marred Nevertheless, “the racing men’'—those who stake 
their money on toe various “ events’'—turned out in good style, and there was 
quite an array of amateurs on the stands. We had no idea before we reached 
the Course how admirably Mr. Oliver had laid out his money in improving it. 
He has levelled it otf, cut ditches, made culverts—in fact done every thing that 
ingenuity could suggest or liberal outlay execute— o put the Metairie in tip¬ 
top order. It was indeed a surprise to find it in the state we did, wun such a 
torrent of rain pouring down. 

As to the sport itself we have little to say. Of the seventeen nom>«aiions 
to the stake but three came to the post, namely :—Col. Buigaman's Corporal 
Casey, an own brother to Capt. McHeath ; Capt Minor's Doncaster colt Dart, 
and Mr. Kenner’s Birmingham hlly—called Elizabeth something. Each nomi¬ 
nation had sanguine friends, who backed their judgment, and each owner ap¬ 
peared to think his own a trump/ The doubts ol ail were very speed,ly set at 
rest by ('apt. Minor's Dart winning in two heats, and m time wmch we deem 
most extraordinary Before they had gone a half of a in le in the first heal, it 
was apparent that Dart nad it all his own way. and as they entered the quarter 
stretch cornu g home, his jockey was ordered to “ go along’’ with the view of 
ending the race by a single heal.—French, However, took a pull on the colt 
when tie got inside the gate, arid so shut out only Corporal Casey. 

The time of the heat was 1:50— most extraordinary, in our opinion, as it had 
rained all the morning. 

The beat, was scarcely over before it began, to lias a common expression, 
“ raining pitchforks’’ and “ pouring caa and dogs,’’ so that before they started 
in the second heat, the course was one ahem of water Capt Minor was 
shrewd enough to introduce his colt to the honors of the club ; in other words 
he took him into the basement of the Judge’s stand, while Elizabeih something 
wa* hiding he “pitiless pelting” of the rain outside. The second heat was 
run while a shower was pouring, and won in a style much like the first, in 1:55 
—a most notable performance in our opmiun. We would state, however, that 
Mr. Kenner's nomination carried eight pounds over her appropriate weight. 
We subjoin a summary :— 

WEDNESDAY, Maxell 13, 1344— Sweepstakes for 2 vr.olds (dating their age from.'lst 9/ 

May) Seventeen subs, at $3(10 each, $100 It. Mila beats. 

Capt. Wm. J. Mtriui’sb.c. /lari, by Doncaster, out ol Jane Grey by Orphan Boy.. 1 1 

Duncan K. Kenner’s b. 1. Elizabeth, ny lliriiilngliain, out of Picayune by Medoc_ 2 2 

Col. A. L. Umgaiaaii’s ch. c. Co rpetal Casey, own brother to Captain Mcilealh ... dist. 

Time, 1.50—1:54. 


k second day. 

There would have been no race yesterday but for the fact, we presume, that 
the engagement entered into by ihe two parties concerned was uf such a nature 
that it could not be postponed without the consent of both partus. We bad 
no idea of seeing any race at all, but drove down to the course like the most* 
gallant pioneer of a “ lor lorn hope,” and we were repaid for our pains. 

In Turf parlance, the race of yesterday was a “post match,” in which Mr. 
Doplantier and Mr. Greer were to name each the produce ol Ins own mares, 
for S1H00 a aide, half forfeit. The attendance was not numerous, the weather 
continuing unpropitinus. The course was in as good condition as any course 
can be in this latitude, and with such rains as we have bad tor some days past. 
The winner was rather the favorite before starting, and the result proved that 
the judgment of her backers wai correct. The following summary best telle 
the story :— 
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THURSDAY,March 14—Post Match for $1000 a side, h. ft., for 2 yr. old*,bred by their 
respective owneis. Mile heats. 

Wm. P. Greer's br. f.by Tarleion, dam by Tiger. Enoe. 1 1 

Feigus Duplanliei’s ch. c. by Imp. Joiaau... 2 2 

Time, S:ul—i:02. 


POSTPONEMENT OF THE RACES. 

The rain poured in such torrents yesterday that it was deemed proper to 
postpone the races on tne Melanie Course. There were five entries, and each 
one of them bad friends so numerous that the attendance was much larger than 
any one bad a right to anticipate. But the course, which was previously very 
deep in mud, was each tnomeut becoming deeper. Several gentlemen declared 
that they dared not start their horses, from apprcht nsions as to the security of 
the course. The proprietor very properly called a meeting of the member* on 
the ground, Col Bingaman presiding, and Mr. Kirkinsn acting as Secretary— 
and they decided, by a majority of two, to request ibe judgea, who alone have 
authority in such matters, to postpone the races to some day next week. The 
judges acquiesced, and Wednesday next the sports will recommence with two 
sweepstakes. Thursday will be the Two mile day, to be followed by the other 
races in their usual succession. The number of horses upon the ground is so 
large, and the opportunity thus afforded those -vhicb have already ran to recu¬ 
perate, give us promise of capital sport when the races shall actually commence. 

Picayune of the 16th inst. 

THIRD DAT. 

WEDNESDAY, March 20—Sweepitakes for all ages (horses taking tktir age from 1st 
May!) 3 yr. olds to carry tfilus.— 4,100—5,110—6, 118—7 and upwards, i24ios., al*-. 
lowing Jibs, to mares and geldings. Six subs, at $110 each, h. ft. Mile heals. 

B. Davids jii’s b. c. Little Trick, by Imp. Trariby, dam by Fldrizel, 4 yrs.. Elijah. 1 1 

Linnaeus Cuclfs b. c. Vagrant, by Imp. Trustee, out of Imp. Vugs, 4 yrs...__ 4 2 

Win. Fysou’s b. f. Laura, uy Taiquin, out of Sarah by Imp Sarpedun, 3 yrs .... 2 3 

Wm. Baird's b. c. Sr. Putnck, pedigree not given, 3 yrs.. 3 4 

J Kilpatrick’s bl. g. Blind Irishman, by Eclipse Archy, d. by Mucklejohn, 3 yrs. 5 dist. 

Time, 1:514—1:51. 

Tne turnout for the race was not very imposing, everybody holding back for 
Thursday's race. Of the six subscribers to the stake, one paid forfeit. Ot (he 
oihers, tne Trustee colt Vagrant was decidedly the favorite. There is no ne¬ 
cessity for attempting a description of the race. We can say, however, that 
both heals were very gallantly contested, but were won by Liitle Trick very 
cleverly. Tne course was in most admirable order, and the tky clear, but it 
was blowing “big guns’’ all day. ^ 


FOURTH DAY. 

THURSDAY, March21—Proprietoi's Purse $4Uu, free for all ages, (horses taking their age 
from let May weights as on Wednesday. Two mile heats. 

Lmnteus Coen’s b. t. Ann Hays, by Imp. Leviathan, dam by Pacific, 

3 yrs.......................................................... John Dillahunt. 1 1 

Fergus Duplantier's ch. c. Hamel Tucker, by Imp. Belshazzar, d. by Pulaski, 3 yrs. 4 2 
Col. A. L. Bingainan's ch. f. Sunbeam, by Imp. Leviathan,dam by Mercury, 4 yrs.. 2 3 
Duncan F. Kenner’s gr. l'. Blue Bonnet, by Imp. lledglord, out of Grey Fanny by 

Bertrand, 3 yrs ......... 3 4 

John F. Miller’s b. I. Bellissima, by imp. Belshazzar, dam by italllei, 3 yrs....... dist. 

First Heal. Second Heat. 

Time ol first mile.......1:51 I Time of fiisl mile.1:42 

“ '*• second mile _____ 1:524 | “ " second mile............ 1:534 

Time of First Heat.. 3:434 | Time of Second Heat.3:424 

The sport to-day was of the very first order. To our minds, a race of two 
miles is uearly the finest race you can manage to make. The distance is not 
too great to allow (he horses tu run out each mile ; it is rarely made a waning 
race. We had five entries for (be purse—viz. : Sunbeam Blue bonnet, Ann 
Hay*, Daniel Tucker, and bdhstrna. Of these, Mr. Kenner's entry, Blue 
Bonnet, was decidedly the lav. rile, ihe backers ol the Held laying only three lo 
two against her, and doing that with reluctance. Ann Hays had a good num- 
ber ot staunch backers, and ao in fact had Sunbeam. It was thought a tolera¬ 
ble bet that Bellissima would win one beat, a. d Dan Tucker had friends who 
would take “ long odd*" that be would “pop the crowd.” ’ I'was very easy lo 
find those who would take any two against the field. So much lor the belting, 
which was the most important part ol the business, as it was the heaviest bet¬ 
ting race altogether, which we have seen for some years. We need only say 
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further that the course was in the finest possible order, that the attendance was 
T numerous and most respectable, and that there was but one drawback upon the 
speed of the horses—the high wiud which prevailed. 

Toe race itself requires but little description, beautiful as it was. In both 
heats the horses got away very well together, and throughout the first mile of 
each beat thev ran all in a crowd, the pace being first rate, as the record above 
will show. But the truth is, that Ann Hays was quite too fast and too stout 
for the rest of the lot. She won both heats in good style, having to contest 
the first with Sunbeam, and the second with Dsn Tucker. We do not recollect 
to have seen a mile better contested than was the first in each heat; but in go¬ 
ing the neat half mile in both, Ann Hays showed her superiority. She took 
the lead, and the rest could never get well up to her, much less pass her. 


FIFTH DAY. 

Another capital Race! Three Mile Heats run in 5:4<H—5:36 ! 

FRIDAY. March 22—Jockey t'lub Purse $600. conditions and weights as before, (horses 
dating their age from 1st May!) Three mile heats. 

Col. a L. Bingaman's b c. Ruffin, bv luip. Iledgford, out of the Duchess of Marl* 

borough (Luda's dam ) by Sir Archy, 3 vrs...... ....Monk. 1 1 

John F. Miller’s (Jas. Porter's) ch. f. Berenice, by Imp. Skylark, out of Kathleen 

by Imp. Leviathan.4 vrs...___ 2 2 

Linnaeus Cock's b. f. Sally Shannon, by Woodpecker, out of Darnley’s dam by Sir • 

Richard, 4 )rs.___I.,_._..........._....____ 3 3 

First /lent. , i Second Heat. 

Time of first mile... 1:53 I Time of first mile.. 1:51 

•• second mile........_1:53 *• “ second mile ..1:50 

“ “ third mile.............. 1511 • “ “ third mile .............. 1:55 

Time of First Heat. 5:401 j Time of Second Heat.5:36 

"We have so often recorded what was the then “ best race ever run in Ame¬ 
rica,'* that we fear our readers may cease to put trust in us ; yet we cannot 

I but consider that Kutfin’s race, which we are about to describe, is the best at 
three mile heais ever run in the United States. The circumstances which lead 
us to this conclusion we proceed to give. 

I " There were three entries for the three mile purse, as our readers will recollect, 
namely— Berenice, RvJJln. and Sa'ly Shannon. From their previous perform¬ 
ances, the last two alone were thought to ha«e an j cbance for the money, 
Ruffin being decidedly the favorite. They had previously met at Natchez, 
where Ruffin heat Sally haw,lily, aa ihe race was described to us. Tne evening 
prior to this race the backers ol Ruffin were able to lay out their money at even 
against tne field. On the morning of the race the odds on him tell to 3 to 2, 
and then 2 to 1 were bet upon him This bait was too rich for the fielders, and 
they rushed to take it with such eagerness than tho odds fell back to 3 to 2. at 
about which the horses started. Even money was offered that Ruffin won in 
two “ straight” heats, and 3 to 2 were laid that Sally won if the heats were 
broken. The betting was very general and spirited, and in some cases very 
heavy. 

The race itself requires but little description. The only difficulty about it 
was to induce Ruffin to start. He was plunging about “ in every which way,” 
Monk very patiently laboring tu bring hun into line. When the drum was 
tapped in both heals ho was behind, but he sprang off for the lead as though 
Old Nick were after him, and he soon had the inside, and with Monk hauling 
upefn him with all his strength, he could not be restricted until he had gone two 
miles and a half, when his opponents were thoroughly beaten off. 

In the first heat he was so far ahead in /ntering the quarter stretch that 
Monk was ordorej lb take hun op, and Ihe jockey had nearly succeeded in bis 
purpose, when tho sable jockey on Berenice, seeing a chance inside the draw- 
gates, made a rush at the colt, and cams within an ace of stealing the heat. 
Had they had filteen feet further to go, ti would have been awarded to the filly. 
Bot this was a slip of Monk only. In the second heat they had not gone be¬ 
yond a in>le and a hall before Sally was out of her distance, and Berenice very 
far behind. Tne coil moved along m >st sweetly in hand, but with a killing 
stride which would heat tne stoutest. Before the last half mile was run np one 
thought of him ; all the interest was engrossed by the two fillies, between 
who n there was much betti ig for the second place. After Ruffin had passed 
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the stand, an easy winner in 5:36, the two fillies came brushing down the 
atretcb in very gallant fashion, and the judges awarded the second place in the 
race to Berenice by eighteen inches only. 

And now let us say why we think this race tbe best at three mile heats ever 
run in America. In the first place, tbe time is unexampled ; in the next, it 
was blowing almost a gale during all the time of! the race. Although the 
course was in perfect order, the lowest tune marked in our presence fur the 
heat was 5:40^, and yet Ruffiu was expected to run it as fast as any coll that 
ever showed here. His trainer declared before the start, we learn, that but for 
the high wind he could run one heat in 5:33. We took the opinions of the 
moBi experienced trainers on the ground, and they assured us before the race 
that they thought the violence of tbe wind equal to a second or a second and a 
half m the mile; and, to conclude, Ruffin was pulled from end to end in each 
heat. He ran at a very steady rate throughout, and at the head of the quarter 
stretch in the last mile of each heat, trainer and stable boys vied with each 
other in urging Monk to pull the colt up. It would be impertinent in us to say 
what time be could have made ; but from tbe style in which Ruffin came in— 
never extended once after the first quarter, ar.d pulled and hauled, and yawed 
about all the way, instead of being urged—we do sidcerely believe that there 
was that in him which would have beaten his present performance much further 
than that beat all preceding ones. And now were we right in anticipat.ng that 
we should have a race that would frighten the Northerners for time 1 


SIXTH DAY. 

Another Immense Race ! Four Mile Heats in 7:3G£ —7:42 ! 

SATURDAY, March 23—Jockey Club Purse $1000, conditions and weights as before. 
( Horses dating their age from 111 May Four mile heats. 

Lmnxus Coch’s b. f. Ann Hays, pedigree before, 3 yrs.. John Dillahunt. 1 I 

Capt. Wm. J. Minor's ch. f. .Vormo, by Longwaist, out of Imp. Novelty by Black- 

lock. 4 yrs.................... 3 2 

Heinsonn 4c Greer’s br. c. Consol Jr., by Imp. Consol, d. by Filho da Pula, 3 yrs. 3 dist. 
First Heat. Second Heat. 


Time of fir^t mile_ 

.1:55 

Time of first mile. 

.1:57 


.1:52 

“ " second mile...... 

.1:54 


.1:53 

“ “ third mile. 

.1:53 

•• “ fourth mile ...... 

.1:56} 

“ “ fourth mile. 

.1:59 





Time of First Heat_.... 

. 7:36} 

Time of Second Heat. 

.7:42 


The race was in every aspect an exceedingly fine one. The issue was deem¬ 
ed extremely doubtful by the most sagacious turfmen; each of the three entries 
had strong backers ; the speed at which it was run was much better than the 
most sanguine bad anticipated, and—what always makes a race most satisfacto¬ 
ry—•* me fielders” were for once right. 

The entree we,re Norma, Consol Jr., and Ann Hays. Of these Consol Jr., 
had decidedly tbe cal,l in the betting, which was very general. Commencing 
at even on him, the odds rose to 3 to 2, and at length to 2 to 1. but before tbe 
start they receded, to 3 to 2 again, or even further. The reliance of " the field¬ 
ers” was undoubtedly Norma, and yet Ann Hays had fnenda Iroin her very fine 
performance* two days previous. 

There was a good desl of speculation as to time, and in every quarter they 
were getting up lotteries, marking time and tbe like. The slowest time we 
saw marked was 7:44, and the fastest 7:37, and between these two points there 
was a great number of speculators anxious to operate. The course was in con¬ 
summate good order, and tbe wind which had prevailed with such violence for 
some days, lulled before the start. We may add to these preliminary details, 
that the attendance was altogether respectable and numerous. And now for 
the race, upon which we have no occasion to detain our readers to any great 
extent. 

In the first heat Ann Ilavs took up the running in making the first turn. She 
placed herself in a good position, and without forcing the pace, went aloni; at 
a firm steady rate, with the other two trailing and watching each other—Nor¬ 
ma being bemnd. Thus they ran out the first, the second and third imlen, ihe 
only point of interest being the alight variations in the relative pusiiton.i ol Nor¬ 
ma and Consol Jr. They once or twice exchanged places within the three 
miles, but in passing the stand at the end of each of them the colt was a little 
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ahead. Upon entering the back stretch in the fourth mile. Consol Jr., made 
his run in earnest to heat Ann Hays. Near the half mile post he caught and 
passed her, and his backers yelled end shouted. In turning the semicircle lead¬ 
ing into the straight run home, Ann went up to him, and the first moment we 
could judge of their relative positions, Ann was leading, and she maintained 
her lead steadily aud gallantly, beating ConBol Jr. home a length, under all the 
persuasion which could be urged upon him. The time of the heat was 7:36J- 
—moat admirable time for a three year old to make. Wo should add, that 
Norma gave up running early in the last mile, finding that the other two were 
disposed to contest the heat. , 

After this heat, the betting opened at 3 to 2 on Ann Hava against the field, 
but when men had reflected more on Consol's condition, 2 to 1 were offered on 
Ann ;—it was deemed that Consol had no chance. The second beat needs no 
description. Ann took the lead at an early stage, and she was never caught in 
the heal, which she ran out in 7:42, with a great deal to spare. The contest 
was between the other two, but that in fact was no contest after three miles 
£ and a quarter—Consol Jr. by that time was dead beat. There was a beauti¬ 
ful brush between him and Norma in running down the back stretch of the third 
mile. She beat him however, and thenceforward there was no in'erest in the 
race, for Norma was unable to get to Ann Hays—who will now probably he al¬ 
lowed to dispute with Ruffin and Pat Galway the title to being the beat three 
year old of 1843. - 

SEVISTH DAY. 

LAST DAY. March 24— Proprietor's Purse $250, conditions and weights as before. 

I Horses dating thciroge from Irt May !) Mile heats, best 3 in 5. 

Col. A. L. Buigaraan’s ch. f- Sunbeam, pedigree before. 3 yrs_ Robin. S 3 1 1 1 

Fergus Duplantier’s ch.f. Narine, by Imp. Jordan—Louisianaise, 3 yrs .. 2 2 3 3 2 

Duncan F. Kenner’s ch. m. Aduclla (own sister to Peytona), by Imp. 

Glencoe, out of Giantess by Imo. Leviathan, 5 yrs.. I I 4 2 3 

Linnxus Coch’s b. c. Hardened Sinner, by Imp. Philip, d. by Bluster. 4 yrs. 4 4 2 4 4 

Time, 1:47—1:48—1:4«1—1:47—1:47. 

We have again to record the best race at mile heata we ever knew to be run 
in the dnued States. We have been anticipated by our contemporaries who 
publish on Monday morning, but we can say one word, nevertheless, of ihe race. 
Of the four entries, Aduella was decidedly the favorite against the field, and at 
odds. The principal betting was whether she would win the first three heats, 
and 2 to 1 wa9 laid freely that she did not. She appeared to win her first two 
heats very handily, but in making the first turn in the third heat, she ran 
8gainsi the inside fence in endeavoring to go past, and she hit ber-jockey’a knee 
ao severely against a post that he could not stand firmly in his s'irrups after¬ 
wards. Whether this had any effect upon the result the knowing ones must 
say. Sunbeam appeared to ua to win pretty cleverly. The attendance was 
immense. 

In a subsequent paper, the 11 Picayune ” indulges in the following specula¬ 
tions :— 

It will be recollected that Sunbeam won a race on the Metairie Course on 
the 24th inat. in the extraordinary time of 1:47—1:48—1:46}—1:47—1:47. 
Seeing a calculation made elsewhere, has suggested ua to make one on these 
data. The aggregate time of Sunbeam’s third and fourth heata is 3:33}—the 
aggregate of her last three miles. 5:20; and the aggregate of the last four 
miles (as well as of the first four), 7:08} The reader, recollecting that the beat 
four mile heat ever run in America was 7:32}, will think, perhaps, that distance 
as well as pace ’* will tell." 

Yea. and it strikes us that weight, likewise, “ will tell.” 

SAME DAY— Second Race— Matcb for $500, h. f;. Mile heats. 

S. T. Taylor’s ch. c. Gen. l)u Buys, by Imp. Leviathan, dam by Voltaire, 3 yrs.. Oil 
B. Davidson’s b. f. Garter, by liup. Glencoe, dam by Trumpator, 3 yrs ......... 0 2 2 

Time, 1:49-1:52—1:55. 
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SAVANNAH (Ga.) SPRING RACES. 

OGLKTHORPC COURSE. 

We are indebted to our friends of the “ Republican ” and the “ Georgian ” 
for ihe annexed report of these races, which commenced on Tuesday, the 
I9th March. Toe stables in attendance were numerous, the course in good 
order, and the weather fine. 

TUESDAY. March 19.1844—Purse J25D, free for all ages. 3 yr.olils to carry »01bs.—4,10? 
—5, Hi—6,120—7 and upwards, 1261bs., allowing 3lbs. to mares and geldiLgs. Two 
mile heats. 

W. Chisholm’s b. g. John IVatioa, by John Dawson, dam by Imp. Leviathan. 4 yrs 1 1 


Col. McAlp n’s b. c. Bill Gordon, by Imp. Tranby.dam by Ec'ipse. 4 yrs.. 2 2 

Y. S. Pickard's b. m. Lucy Long ny John Richards, dam by Diomed, S yrs......... 3 3 


Col.G. Edmonson’s ch. c. Morgan, by John Bascombe,dam by Crusader, 4 yrs.... 4 4 

Time, 3:57—3:54. 

The day was delightful, and the course in fine order. John Watson was the 
favorite against the held for the first beat, and a shade of favoritism fluted be¬ 
tween eacn of the other nags for the race. At the appointed time, each horse 
appeared giving by their appearance additional confidence to their backers. 
The tap sounds and off tbey go. John Watson having the track. Bill Gordon 
next, bay tiliy next, and the sorrel outside ; it is a fine start. Not more than 
fifty yards is run before Bill Gordon takes the track, followed ciose by Watson, 
and trailed by the filly and sorrel. This position they maintain until the last 
quarter of the first mile, when Watson brushes, takes the lead bv about ten 
yards, which be maintains throughout the heat. Bill Gordon secoud, sorrel 
thud, and filly fourth. Time—3:57. 

Second Heat.—The horses all cooled off well. Backers were found for 
each nag and no odds given. At the signal, off they go, having pretty much 
tne same positions as in the first heat. Whip and spur were freely used on all 
but John Watson, who appeared to have it all his own way. The first mile 
vras run at a killing pace, but no alteration in position. Ou the second mile 
the Sorrel and Miss Lucy picked up a little and were evidently striving their 
best for the heat. No^e touched tail, making a perfect airing, and so tbey ran 
for three quarters of a mile. On the last quarter they scattered, Watson and 
Bill Gordon leading; the thing was now out, the heat being evidently Wat¬ 
son’s, the only fear being that the Sorrel and Miss Lucy would not save their 
distance. When lo ! and behold thev passed the stand all in a heap. Watson 
still first, Bill Gordon second. Miss Lucy third, and Sorrel fourth. How the 
Sorrel and Miss Lucy got there no one could tell, but there they were, and the 
universal remark was, "if they were to run another heat there would be no 
telling which was which.” Time—3:54. 

WEDNESDAY. March 20—Sweepstakes for 3 yr. olds, colts 90!hs., fillies 871bs. Four 


subs, at $100 each. Mile heats. 

A. Bell's cn. f.by Pennoyer. out of Sally McGraw...__.._.... 1 1 

W. II. Holmes' gr. c. Blacktock, by Torn Tunstall. dam by Falstaff___ 3 2 

F. Latine’s eti c. John Crotell, bv Joan B lyconne. dim by Gallatin........._ 2 dist. 


Geo. A. Reed's ch. c. Thunderbolt, bv Wm Gibbons, dam by Fire Fly.......... pd. ft. 

Time, 1:55—1.56. 

Previous to starting. Blacklock was the favorite for the first beat, and seve¬ 
ral offers were made on him and accepted ; the sorrel filly had her friends also, 
who knew her speed, and the oeiung was principally between these two. 

1st Heat.—The horses were brought to the siring in good order, and at the 
lap tbey were off, Crowell in the lead, Blecklock second ; thev had not, how¬ 
ever, proceeded more than one hundred yards before Blacklock sod Crowell 
changed positions—the latter was then passed by the filly, who took the lead 
before tbey reached the quarter stretch and kept it to the end of the race, 
winning the heat by about half a length from Crowell, who made a beautiful 
brush. Time—1:55 

The backers of Blacklock now began to hedge, finding the sorrel filly too 
much for him. The filly became the favorite against the field, and in some in¬ 
stances at odds. Tbey all cooled off well, aud after the lapse of the usual 
time, were brought to (he string for the 

2d Heat.—They got off well together, Crowell sgain in the lead, but half 
the diatance was not accomplished before he had to yield to the filly—when 
they reached the quarter stretch, the filly was still in the lead, Blacklock second. 
From this point tne contest was animated between the last named horses, and 
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the whip and spur were freely applied to Blacklock, but to no purpose, for the 
filly came in about a length ahead. Crowell wag shut out—more the fault of 
the boy than horse, as he was taken up too early. Time 1:56. 


SAME DAY —Second Race— Sweepstake*. Three subs, at $-each. Mile heats. 

Col. H. McAlpin's b. c. Crockett, by Crockett ....._...._.......... 311 

W. H. Holmes’ eh. t\. Robert Rowton, by Imp. Rowton... 2 2 2 

W. Chisholm's ch. m. £Ua, by Young Virginian, dam by Harwood............. 13 3 

Time, 1:53—1:59—2:01. 


This was an interesting race, and created much excitement in the crowd. 
There were three entries, viz : Mr. McAlpin’s Crockett, Mr. Holmes’ Robert 
Rowton, and Mr. Chisholm’s Ella. Ella was the favorite for the first heat, 
which she took, after a severe struggle wnh Rowton, in 1:53, Crockett just 
dropping within the distance stand. The second heat was contested by Crock¬ 
ett and Rowton. Ella having lost the start, apparently not running for it. It 
was won by Crockett—time 1:59. Crockett now became the favorite, as Ella 
was thought to have no chance for the race, and the backers of Ella began to 
hedge, but to do so, bad to put out a good bait, the knowing ones freely giving 
two to one, Crockett against the field —They got a fair start, Crockett in the 
lead, which he kept to the end of the heat, Rowton second. Time 2.01. 

In justice to Ella, we would state that she was entered with no expectation 
of winning, but merely to make up the race. 

THURSDAY, March 21—Purse $250, conditions as before. Tw» mile heats. 

Col. Jas. Williamson’s or. h. Brown Stout, by Imp. Sarpedon, dam by Mons. Ton- 

son,5 vrs...___"...... 1 1 

Col. G. Edmonson’* rli. m. Mary E izabith. by Andrew, dam by Gallatin, aged.. 3 2 
Cul. II. McAlpin’s ch. m. Ruby, by l>uke of Wellington, dam by Eclipse, 5 yrs.. 2 dist 

Time, 4:04—3:5d. 

This race created much interest. Brown Stout was the favorite at odds 
against the field—Mary E izabeth second choice. 

First Heat —At the signal, the horses were brought to the string Mary Eli¬ 
zabeth had the track. Brown Stout second. At the tap they were otf in a alow 
gallop, which was continued for about half a mile, when Ruby shot ahead, 
closely followed by Brown Siout, Mary apparently not making much effort for 
the heat. At the coming out of the first mile Brown Stout was m the lead, 
Ruby second: the pace now quickened, and they went to work in earnest, and 
when half rotfnd Mary took the running in har.d, and soon closed the gap be¬ 
tween herself and Ruby ; but she could not overtake Brown Stout, and he 
came in winner by about two lengths—Mary drawing up after passing the 
distance stand and allowing Ruby to come out second at the string. Time 
4:04 

After the heat, it was generally thought to be an open and shut game, and 
bets of fifty to ten, and in that proportton.were offered and taken.Brow n Stout 
against the field. The horses cooled off well, Mary looked as fresh as when 
she first entered, and after the usual time allotted for rubbing down they were 
again called up for the 

Second heat —This was a beautiful heat, and it has been a long time since 
we have seen one in whicn more interest was felt. The knowing ones had been 
piling op their fives to one on Brown Stout, and Mary and Ruby bad the wishes 
of the crowd on their side. At the tap they were off, Ruby in the lead. Brown 
Stout second. The start was a good one, and they went off at the right pace, 
keeping in a huddle during the first mile—on entering the quarter stretch they 
were in line, and rattling it off like quarter horses—on they came, Brown 
Stout's head just beyondyMary’s, and Mary’s just beyond Ruby’s. After the 
first mile was accomplished, however, Ruby began to fall off; not so with Mary 
—she stuck to the horse like a leech, and before the half mile post was reached 
•he passed him ; every one now thought she had the heat, as the rider of Brown 
Stout applied both whip anij spur freely, and he was observed to fling up his 
tail several times on the back stretch. Mary, however, kept her distance until 
they reached the quarter stretch, when all were on tip-toe to witness the 
struggle—steel and whip were again applied to Brown Stout, and hia tail was 
aga in at work—on they came, the horse gradually gaining until they reached 
the distance stand, when they were look and lock, the rider of Brown Stout 
still applying the whip and spur lustily until they reached the string, when he 
came in winner about half a length; Ruby shut out. Tune 3:58. Ruby 
was amis when brought on the turf. 


( 
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After the main rare, an interesting sweepstake was run by saddle borses, 
which was won by Mr. Bell's horse in 1:58. 


FRIDAY, March 22—Purse $400, conditions as before. Three mile heats. 

Col. C. Eauiouson’s (Capt. Donald Rowe’s) b. f. Saily Morgan, by Imp. Emancipa- 

tion,out of Lady Morgan, 4 yis_..______ I 1 

Col. James Williamson's b. h. Eutaie, by Imp. Chateau Margaux, dam by Sir 

Charles, 6 yrs. 2 2 

Col. 11. McAlpin’g ch. c. Bill Gordon, pedigree before, 4 yrs_................... dial. 

Time, 5:56— 6:00. 


The “ Georgian ” states that “ ibis was the most interesting race of the week. 
The horses were well known, twpof them being winners, at the same distance, 
more than once. Previous to she start, the betting ran pretty much in favor of 
Eutaw against Sally Morgan, slnd in a number o( instances edds were given id 
his favor. Bill Gordon was put in merely for the purpose of making sport, and 
with no expectation of winning the purse. 

First Heat. —The borses were stripped and brought to the stand ; Sally drew 
the track, Gordon second. At the tap they were otf at a slow pace, Eutaw id 
the lead, Sally second ; before reaching the half mile post Bill Gordon began 
to let out, t.is rider being unable to hold him in, and he took the lead without 
much opposition, Eutaw and Sally lyirtg close up to him ; they kept this posi. 
tion for the first mile, but before half the second was accomplished tbe pace 
quickened and Eutaw look the lead, closely followed by Sally—the struggle 
between these two was beautiful when they reached the quarter stretch on the 
second mile; for about two hundred yards it was nose to hip, and so they con* 
tinued until they reached the back stretch, when Eutaw made a desperate push, 
and succeeded in locking Sally, and for about three hundred yards it was im- 
possib e to decide which horse was ahead—both bard at work ; after passing the 
half-mile post on tbe third mile, however, the mare gradually dropped Eutaw, 
ar.d without further struggle for the heat she took it by about two lengths— 
Bill Gordoo distanced. Time 5:56—the last mile was run in 1:55. 

A number were disappointed with the result of this heat. The friends of 
Eutaw began to lose confidence, and some few went in for hedging, but it was 
no go, for the only horse that bets could be made on was Sally, and odds were 
now offered on her. Both horses cooled off well, and were brought to the staud 
as fresh as ever for tbe 

Second, Heat. —The first was acknowledged by all to be a beautiful heat, but 
we never saw a better contested one than the second. At the tap they were 
off, Euiaw in the lead, at moderate speed, Sally well up and waiting. In this 
position they kept for the first mile and three quarters, but when they entered 
the quarter stretch, Sally commenced closing ner distance until within a neck 
of Eutaw ; on they came, with full stride, but without any change in position 
until they had passed the Judges’ stand, when Sally caught up with her oppo¬ 
nent, and for about half a mile it was the most beautiful contest we ever wit¬ 
nessed—nose and nose it was, and the riders could riot have walked them, and 
kept as steady a position ; Eutaw strove hard to take the track before reaching 
the quarter stretch, but it was not in bim ; as long as he kept in his place Sally 
appeared satisfied—every effort made by him to pass her proved of no avail, 
aud when they entered on the quarter, she gradually gave him the slip, inch by 
inch, until they reached tbe Judges’ stand, when she came out winner by about 
a length and a half. Time, 6:00. 

SATURDAY, March 23—Purse $200. conditions as before. Mile heats, best 3 in 5. 
Col. Jas. Williamson’s ch. f. Taglioni, by Imp. Piiam, darn by Sir Charles, 4 ys 111 

Col. G. Edmonson’s ch. m. Mary Elizabeth, pedigree above, aged........ 2 2 2 

Time, 1:57—1:56—1:54. 

This race, says the “ Georgian,” created some little interest; Taglioni was 
known to be a good one at mile heats, and Mary Elizabeth from one mile to 
three. Notwithstanding tbe weather was unfavorable for field sports, the at. 
tendance was good. 

First Heat. —Taglioni drew the track, and at the tap they got off well toge¬ 
ther, Taglioni in the lead, which she kept to the end of the heat, winning by 
about three lengths. Time, 1:57, 

Second Heat. —This was but a repetition of the first. It was ebvious to all 
that Mary’s weight was too much for her to carry with any expectation of com¬ 
peting with Taglioni. They were off egaio, Taglioni in the lead, which she 
kept, coming out about the same distance ahead. Time, 1:56. 
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Third Heat .—Both horses cooled off well, aod neither showed the least dis¬ 
tress, notwithstanding the course was heavy, and the running up to the lop of 
their speed. Tagliom again took the lead, and came out an easy winner by 
about the same distance. Time, 1:54. 

SAME DAY —Second Race— Sweepstakes for all ages, weights as before. Four subs, at 


9-each. Mile beats. 

Col. H. McAlpin’s b h. Crockett, pedigieo before, 5 vrs ....... 14 1 

A. Bell's b. h. Billy Gay. by Imp lledgford, dam by director, 5 yrs ....._.... 2 2 2 

W. 11. Holmes’ gr. c. Blacklock, pedigree before, 3 yis......... 3 13 

Y. S. Pickaid's b. m. Lucy Long, pedigree before, 5 vrs....................... 4 3 4 

Time, 1:58—1:58—1:531. 


After the main race [we quote again from our friend of the “ Georgian,”] an 
interesting sweepstake came off, for which there were four entries—Mr. Pick¬ 
ard’s Lucy Long, Mr. Bell’s Billy Gay, Mr. Holmes’ Blacklock. Mr. Young’s 
Jane Tunstall; but before the start Jane was withdrawn, and Col. McAlpm’s 
Crockett substituted in her place, by the consent of all parties. This race 
created more excitement than any race during the week. Each horse bad his 
friends, but the betting was principally that Blacklock would take a heat,, and 
Billy Gay win the money. But lew seemed to give Crockett a thought, and aa 
for Miss Lucy, from her previous race, u was thought she would taku her time 
in this, whicn she did. In a number of 'instances Billy was tabeu against the 
field ; he is a strong, powerful horse, and well suited for the stale tod tncf was 
lu oo Saturday, and withal is a horse of speed—but on this occasion be 1 was no 
match f r our little favorite Crockett, who gathers too quick for Bill, and some 
bow or other jumps just about as far. 

First Heat —The horses were brought to the string in good order; there was, 
however, some little difficulty in gelling a start, which is geturally the case in 
mile heats, for every inch then counts. After one or two attempts they got off, 
Crockett in the lead, Blacklock second, Lucy third. They went off at a smash¬ 
ing rate, and before reaching the half inde post Billy succeeded to passing Lucy 
and Blacklock, but he could i.ot overtake Crockett ; on entering the streteb he 
succeeded in placing his head about Crockett’s haunches, and in that position 
the latter kept bun, coming in winner, altera hard struggle, by about half a 
length. Tim#, 1:58. 

Second Heat .—Crockett now became the favorite, as it was evident to all 
that ho had the heels of Billy—as regards his bottom, no one doubted it. Black- 
lock's friends still stuck to him, and were willing to renew their first bet tbat 
he would take a heat. Billy’s friends were not so sanguine, but still some lew 
were found to back him for the purse. They all cooled off well, and were 
brought to the string in good order—the drum is tapped, and away they go 
all in a huddle, Lucy in the lead, Blacklock secoud, Billy third; but half the 
distance was not accomplished before Blacklock changed positions with Miss 
Lucy, as did also B'lly, Crockett laying back. In this position they kept to 
the end of the mile, Blacklock taking the heat with ease. Time, 1:58. 

Third Heat .—All paries were now in the woods, and betting run every way 

_ B 3 n,e backed their judgment on Blacklock, and some on Crockett—while 

•ome few were still willing >o bet ou Billy if odds were given. They got a 
good start this tune, Lucy iu the le*d, Crockett second, anti they went off at a 
rapid pace. Crockett soon pasatd Lucy; she was then passed by Blacklock, 
and also by Billy, so that when they were half round Crockett was m the lead, 
Blacklock second, Billy third, and Lucy fourth. The contest from this point 
was between Crockett and Billy, the latter having passed Blacklock, and a 
beautiful contest it was. Billy got within a lengih of Crockett wheu they 
n ached the quarter stretch, and whip and spur were freely applied, but he could 
not come it, “no how it could be fixed." lor Crockett was at his work, and 
fully under the control of bis rider, who kept Billy at his distance, and came tu 
about one lengih ahead. Time, 1:53}. 

Thus ended the week's spdri over the Oglclhurpo Course, and it was one of 
the best since the organization of the Cluo. 







